October 14, 1963

rr. Orville T. Freeman |

oecretary of ugriculture
ashington, D. C

. Dear tecretary Freeman:

Please résister our vicws on onéIQSpect of extending

" VWilderness Areas in the Sierras of California:

V7@ hold the opinion that it ig pood to preserve a wilder-~

© ness area which alyrecdy oxista, but that it is foolish

~to oreate a wilderness by the destruction of personal
property.

‘e are a ph*louophical group havinf a nmeeting place,
‘a retreat building for sunmex discussions. This lodge
~is 2CCO square fcet in area, of natural stone and con-
crcte, with heavy beosred roof and fireplace. It is located
sorne 3CCC yards up the canyon bordering our 430-acre ‘
property in the Tutile Creek scction of Inyo County,
- near Lone Pine. . ‘

It took ug twcnty yoars rorking in the curnners *ith
~. volunteer labor, to- buiid this structure.

e have been told by 1oca1 Rapgers that if tho uilder-
negs Area is extended fur enough outward from the truly
%ild regions of the Olerras, e will be asked to destroy
this building.l

Having put the bigbest part of oux group s resources into
this lodge and the acres near it, we could never bring
ourselves to destroy it. Ve would be bound to resist,
regardless of conscquences.

uay we asl oir: I8 it consistent to the purpose of the
\ilderness Act that people such as oursgelves, wWho were
long ago granted the right by the Forest lorvice to build
vhere we buillt, should now de required to destroy the very
heart of their group activity?

Tould it not be better to draw the bdboundaries aroﬁnd such
a place, which 1s by no reans 5n a rermote area? _

Hoping that our sﬁall voice may bo heard in this large .
matter, I an
. - Respectrully yours,

(Dr.) Franklin tolff
for the Assecrdbly of M¥sn
Box 559

Lone Fine, Californis



