
Earnest A. Hooton (1887 - 1954) was a prominent anthropologist who taught for many
years at Harvard . His 1939 book Crime and the Man contains the following passage :

"The theory of democratic government is noble and the practice of it offers the greatest
opportunities for human happiness, if only the mass of the human individuals within the
democracy is sound in body and in mind, and consequently social and to some extent
unselfish in behavior. Progressive biological deterioration of the people leads inevitably
to anarchy and dictatorships .

More than ever, in the light of recent events, we have come to pin all of our faith for the .
future of civilization and of man on democracy . Like Noah we have builded an ark, the
rains have come, and the deluge is upon us . Do we hope to take refuge in that ark of
democracy, with our sons and our sons' wives, and survive the flood?

We can succeed in this hope only if we leave out some of the noxious animals who are
boring from within and making that ark dangerously leaky. So it behooves us to learn our
human parasitology and human entomology, to practice an artificial and scientific
selection with intelligence , if we wish to save our skins ."

(Edward A. Hooton, Crime and the Man, Harvard University Press, 1939, pp. 397-398 .)


