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: QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED BY OFPEN CQURT S:UDENTS
TEMPLE THACHINGS -~ BOOK ONE
I
THE HOUR AND THE MAN-

How does a nation or a race prepare conditions for a true
spiritual leader?
In what two senses can you speak of a soul as "great"9

What is the opportunity that belongs to the nations in the

‘present world crisis®?

' Show how suffering produces conditions that awaken new joy.

- e e

II
EECOMING ONE WITH THE WHOLE

What is the one ambition of the true occultist?

What is the key to true Liberty?

What is the difference between Liberty and License?

What is true indifference?

What function of Nature becomes the first Instrument of the
Occult student, and how should he use it?

. What is the flrst test of the Neophyte?

Why is it impossible for the purely clever man to realize
the Highest?

What is the True Seed of Life?

What is one of the first lessons taught the Neophyte?



" SUGGESTED ANSWERS FOR THE STUDENT'S CONSIDERATION

CHAPTER I

.

THE HOUR AND THE MAN

.- - -

1. It is by Ygrowth and development of its units" that a nation
prepares conditions for a true spiritual leader. In the units of a race
or nation there must be awakened a recognition of their own need,and
then a call made upon the spiritual realm for a teacher or leader who
will show them how to gain that which is needed. But without this
recognition and without this call the leader cannot come, for he would
not be accepted, ' '

2. A soul is "great" by reason of its oneness with the Infinite,
and in this sense all souls are great. But there is also another sense
in which a soul may be great, and that is the outer greatness that
comes to a soul when its powers bear such a relation to the needs of
the humanity in which it moves that it affords that which satisfies
those needs, 1In this sense a soul is great only in the appointed hour
and by comparison with the needy souls that it moves among. :

) 3. The opportunity that comes to each nation in the present world-~
crisis is that of preparing the conditions by aspiration so that a
Great Soul could incarnate within it. This opportunity does not come
by a moment's effort but by a persistently builded aspiration. The na-
tion that grasps this chance will lead the world in its new building,

4, Suffering awakens new joy just as the pain of birth is the’
necessary condition of the realization of the joy of new creation. All
things manifest by the operation of the law of polarities., 1In the
touching of one extreme of life the power to swing to the other is
created. In the purifying process of pain the door is ovpened to higher
spiritual realization, and that means the awakening of new joy.

- en e v wm

CHAPTER II
BECOMING ONE WITH THE WHOLE

- e we W e W

1. The one ambition of the true occultist is to become all things
to all men., That is, to become so selfless that he is to every man.
he meets that which that man needs. ’

2. The key to true liberty lies in becoming merged with

Universal Life. Then is the bondage to separateness broken.
. 3. License consists in the letting go of the lower self in self
expression regardless of the price to the Higher Self and to others,
Liberty lies in becoming so unified with the Law ghat even the spon-
taneous impulse would not choose to oppose it, ,

4, True indifference means that the bondage to matter has been
broken and' the marriage of soul and spirit has been accomplished,
When one has attained to this he is indifferent to matter. Though he

~ w==.lives in the world-and works in-the-world with-deeper interest than...... .. ..

ever before, yet he works so that the ends of soul and spirit may be
realized, and is not tied to the fruits of action. .

5. Sensation is the first instrument of the occult student. He
should use this instrument to learn the truths of life, not merely
to gratify the desire for pleasure. -

" 6. The first test of the Neophyte is that of the endurance of
bitter pain and the most extreme joy. Only when he can stand before
these unshaken can he take the next step on the Path,

7. The purely clever man cannot realize the highest because he
makes an idol of his own cleverness to which he demands that other
men shall bow, He has lost humility and only with true humility
may one learn.

8. The true seed of Life lies in Love, Will ard Wisdom. These
are the principles upon which all manifested 1life rests. Through
these God creates. _ '

9, The first lesson taught the Neophyte is that of perfect service

“ with utter self-abnegation. But this is not the cold abnegation
given for the winning of a great power. That belongs to black magic.
It is the self-abnegation of perfect love that desires nought but -
the good of the beloved. C



QUESTIONS Tb BE ANSVERED BY THE OPEN COUKT STUDENTS
TEMPLE TEACHINGS - BOOK ONE
IIT
SENSATION AND CONTACT

What is the true occult interpretation of the phrase: "Kill
- out sensation®?

How should sensation be used by the student?

What is meant by the phrase: "Yet it must take an epicure in

the highest sense of the term even to realize that there are
heights beyond", etc.?

What are the dangers of false asceticism?

- Why is Fearlessness so necessary to one who would scale the

greater heights of Life?

. What is the difference between passion and True Love?

Can you suggest what the antidote would be to the &rsp
of poison in the second cup of any pleasure?

Why is the idea that your pain is caused by others a fallacy?



SUGGESTED ANSWERS FOR THE STUDENT'S CONSIDERATION
CHAPTER II1I
SENSATION AND CONTACT

1. The occult rule, "Kill out sensation", lends itself to two
interpretations, The first is, that this means that one should kill
out his responsiveness to all sense stimulation. This is a great.
mistake for it leads to a destroying of those very powers whereby
knowledge is pdssible. The second, and true interpretation, is that
one should kill out dependence upon those modes of sensation to
which hé has been long accustomed.' By the,killing out of that
dependence, and only by so doing, is it possible for one to sense
~the higher rates of vibration and the corresponding consciousness.
While one's consciousness is held to one rate of vibration he cannot
~contact the rates that belong to higher planes of consciousness,

. The student should remember that in occultism "to kill" means
to raise or transmute. 3 : :

. 2. Sensation should be used by the student for development but
not abused for self-satisfaction or degeneration, Every sensation
should be studied from as impersonal a standpoint as possible and
the lesson learned that it has to teach., Only through sensation
can we learn, for only so is awareness of things awakened. We should
seek to . gain from every sensation the awareness that it has to offer
but never idolize it for its own sake. ‘

3. One must be a true epicure if he would evexr scale the heights
or even know of their reality, for it is only in being conscious of
the subtle elements of sensation that one may awaken awareness of
transcendent elements in it. It is only the epicure who can
differentiate in sensation keenly enough to detect that of which the
satiated mass of mankind would never dream. But the true epicure is
not one who cultivates the power of fine sense discrimination for
its own sake. He is ever moved by the ideal of higher use,

-4, False asceticism consists in an effort to attain higher
realization simply by the suppression of lower sense expression., The
dangers arising from this course . are two-fold. The first result is
a damning up of the nature currents of force until they assume a
volume ready to break forth in a whirlpool of mad passion whenever
any severe testing occurs. The second danger is that the organs of
sensation become atrophied and thus close the door to all possible .
progress until they are reawakened. As opposed to false asceticism,
true asceticism simply stands for the principle of the subordination
of all sense expression t¢ USE. To the true ascetic no seénse
expression is unclean, provided it is used in its hour and for the
divinely appointed purposes.. ' »

5. Fearlessness is a prime necessity to the Neophyte for the
reason that as he scales the heights of life he is met by what is
left‘of those who have gone before and failed in the climb. At this



: point, if fear takes possession of him, he becomes paralyzed and then
is unable to advance. To him who has won Fearlessness the seeming
, dangers of those who are ;earful become powerless ghosts.

‘ 6. Pagsion as opposed to true love is simply the seekxng for

the realization of body desire for the sake of the lower self alone.
It is therefore selfish and separative in its tendencies, True-love,
on the other hand, ever Seeks the highest good of the beloved,
whatever that may mean. True love may use the instruments that
passion idolizes, but ever only as they serve the Divine purpose..
"Love seizes contact, and knocks at the doéors of the Universe", but
ever does it use contact simply as the instrument of higher purpose.
The dwelling house of Love itself is always upon a loftier plane.
Love forgets itself in seeking the good of the beloved, while
pa551on seeks for self alone.

o 7. The antldote to the drop of poison that is found in the
second cup of any pleasure to which a natural man may be attracted
consists in the realizing that in the experiencing of the pain of
that poison there is a key to the unlocking of a door of special
servioe. He who, for instance, has been guilty of the vise of
intemperance, has placed himself where he may awaken peculiar
understanding of those of his brothers who are suffering from the
same error., Consequently, he is placed in a position where he may .
work for their regeneration as rione others can., And so, turning
+the fruits of his experience to a service of something outside his
- lesser self he has found the antidote to the poison he had taken.
Thus every falllng offers its pecullar opportunlty. '

- 8. Pain is due to the 10ng1ng for sensatlon that causes the
self to strike a note of the great instrument of life that causes
it to respond discordantly. This pain is just as necessary for
growth as is its opposite, joy. For it serves just as truly to
direct one to the true Path of Life. The rebound from the discord
-may strike through another but that other is only an instrument of
the law that brings home the effects of the causes set up by the
desire of the self. None suffer except through the causes that
they have set up by their own desire.
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QUESTIONS FOR OPEN COURT STUDENTS
TEMPLE TEACHINGS o .
BOOK ONE -- LESSON FOUR

- - e

CREATIVE POWER

What is meant by Initiation?‘

Why is the Son the Grzat Hierophant-Initiator?

' What is the meaning of the Son sacrificing Itself to Itself?

What are the Kunda;ini and Kriyashakti Foxces?
Tell what theé "Erucified man in Space" symbolizes.

Give the reason why the temptation to use congcious ereative
power unworthily is almost irresistable.

What is the Creative Triangle?

What is meant by "Spiritual affinity"?

s

Why is it dangerous to ﬁry to force thé'developmeht of the
Kundalini? ' .

Show why it is beéest to dwell upon the unity of the whole in the
Godhead, rather than on the sacrifice of the self to the self,
when thinking of the sacrifice of the Son.

]
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SUGGESTED ANSWERS FOR THE STUDENT'S CONSIDERATION
CHAPTER IV
CREATIVE POVER

. 1. Initiation is essentially the unlocking of new powers and
“truths to the consciousness of any entity at any point in the scale
of evelution. The ceremonial forms that are attached to certain
initiations do not constitute the essential part of such initiations.
They simply bear a symbolical relationship to the real initiation.
The latter is simply a revelation of a power or a truth to the one
who has evolved to the point where he.is prepared for its reception.

2. The Son is the Hierophant-Initiator for the reason that the
Son symbolizes the manifested powers and forms which are the
unmanifested potentialities of the Father. One is initiated into
the functioning of new powers, or, in other words, the manifesting
of something that formerly had lain purely as a-potentiality within
his nature, Thus it is the manifested Son and not the unmanifested
Father who is the Great Initiator. '

3. The sactifice of the Son to Itself means the sacrifice of one
form or State of being in order that another might live. All creation
entails such sacrifice. . Life expression along certain lines is
forfeited in order that it may expand along others. Since the "Son"
is the symbolic name for all form, it is therefore said that the Son
sacrifices Itself to Itself when anything is created. There are two
aspects of this creative process connected respectively with the
involutionary and evolutionary movements of Being. In the involution-
ary portion of the cycle spiritual form is sacrificed to material
form. -This is the process of generation. In the evolutionary ,
movement the material dies that the spiritual form .may live. This
is the process of regeneration. : '

o T 4, Kriyashakti and Kundalini are two of the six primary forces
or shaktis of Nature. Kriyashakti is ‘the peculiar power in thought
which enables it to manifest the idea outwardly. It is one of the
powers used consciously by a Yogi in bringing about phenomenal
wonders. It is used unconsciously in all thought that gains
objective expression whether in speach or things. The Kundalini
is the universal life-principle which manifests all.-through Nature.
Electricity and magnetism are simply manifestations of it. It is
that which gives vitality. Like Kriyashakti it is a power that

" may be used consciously by the fully regenerate man.

5. The crucified man in Space is the Heavenly Man bound to
matter. It is the Heavenly Hierarchy bound to manifest itself thru

. endless generations in matter. It is Prometheus bound to the rock.

- Through the wounds produced by the separative power of matter the
Holy Fire that formerly was unmanifest within the body of the Heavenly
Man pours forth into manifestation. And as this pours forth the
Spiritual Man is sacrificed that the physical man might live.

6. Conscious Creative Power as a power that may be used only for
the good of the whole, or, in other wordg, for the fulfillment of
Divine Purpose., But all entities functioning in the manifested
world are more or less subject to theillusion of separateness.
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Consequently, they,are'éorrespondingly liable tc forget that a
certain power that they. hold is held in trust for the service of the.
whole and then use it as a privately owned power. The temptation

of unworthy use of this power is measured by the degree that the
heresy of separateness may have Sway over one holding such power.

7. The creative triangle is the union of Will, Desire and Potency. ~
Desire is the Love principle seeking an object in which to express,
itself. Desire must lead all possible expression. Will is the - .
driving forcg of the Deity. 1Its function is to force into object~- j
ification that which Desire seeks. But behind Will, and directing it,
there must be'the,power\ofAWisdom. This is the potency or capacity -
to engineer the force of Will in seeking to realize the goal of Desire.

8. Spiritual affinity between men and women is an interior or _
spiritual relationship, - Humanity is divided into several parts, each
~of which has a Group Soul which functions through each individual.
" member of the group. These groups have sub-groups in which the bonds
between the individual members are even more immediate.- Thus each
individual person stands in very close spiritual union with certain

. other persons, a less close relationship with a certain larger group

and so on, These relationships might be illustrated by viewing
mankind as organized in a manner analogous to the arrangement of the .
organs in the physical body. The cells which belong to the liver are
more closely related to each other than they are to the cells of '
any other part of the body. Then the -.cells of any sub-division of
the liver would have still closer intererelationship, etc. Now

such relationships are interiorly determined. Thus, when mankind

- seeks union on the basis of Spiritual affinity he-will be moved by a
prompting that comes from within out. Purely objective considerations
must enter only in the back-ground. -- IT. MUST BE REMEMBERED THAT . o
THE RIGHTING OF PRESENT WRONG CONDITIONS CAN NEVER BE REALIZED BY
"VIOLATION OF MORAL OBLIGATION OR CIVIL LAW, :

9. The Kundalini is a definite and powerful force which, like

electricity, (one of its forms) is as rowerful to destroy as to
consiruct., Thus, before it is safe for a concentrated stream of

this fire. This process of purification is in one sense analogous -
to the process of "insulation used in the .control of the electric. -
current. The danger of forced development lies in starting this
current before the different parts of the body have become ‘
sufficiently insulated as above indicated. The result is the
destruction of those parts and the consequent loss of life., .~

. 10. By dwelling too much upon the sacrifice of the Son to his
othexr Self one is likely to awaken the lower pole or impure sexual
desire, and that is why one should concentrate upon the Unity of the
whole within the God-head. Concentrating upon the sacrifice tends
- to bring into ascendency the notion of separateness and in the world
of apparent separateness the Creative Fire works through generation.
By concentration upen the Unity of all within the God-head all
things tend to become subordinate to the spiritual order. -
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QUESTIONS TO BE AN°WERED BY OPLN COURT STUDBNTQ
o TEMPLE TEACHINGS - BOOK ONE |
v
THE TRIPLE KEY
What is the TRIPLE KBY?

What do. you think are the three paths into whloh the Door of
Llfe may open?

What can‘you say about the vibratory note of each plane?

Give an illustration (not the one used in the book) of the
appearance cf a form of matter on the physical, astral and
spivitual planes. '

Wny is it so impcrtant to be able to stand aside from thé form
called'"self" and study it from an impersonal view=-point?

What are the faculties the student must use in order to gain a
~consciousness of the Higher aspects of himself? i

What are the two poles of substance, and what is their

evolutlonary movement ?
Interpret +he word "IGO".

What is meant by the term "Group Soul"°

_What is the Key to the Mya eries?

Why does every thought and act of ours’ °1ther hasten or retard
the evolution of the WHOLE?

In what sense are we a part of the Earth.Entity?i



SUGGESTED ANSWERS FOR THE STUDENTS CONSIDERARION

CHAPTER V
THE TRIPLE KEY

T e o -

1. The Triple Key is the Consciousness of body, soul and spirit.
It is the "I AM"~-~the Identity. It has two aspects, the lower or
negative aspect which functions through the senses and the lower
mind--Kama Manas--and the higher, or posjtive aspect, which funections
through Higher Manas and Buddhi--Soul and Spirit. ’

.. 2. The three Paths into which the Door of Life opens are: The Path
~of Matter;.the Path of Mentality; the Path of Spirit. In other words;
Consciousness focuses within the Physical, the Astral and the Spirit-
ual Planes of Life. The Physical Plane is the Plane of Crystalliz-
ation; the Astral Plane that of Emotion, or Sensation; the Spiritual
Plane that of Realization.

3. The vibratory note--the rate of vibration of the three planes
- of matter, force and substance--increases in number, degree and
_intensity, thereby rarefying all gross substance on the ascending
arc of a cycle when matter is re-becoming Spirit, and decreases on
the descending arc of the same cycle.

4. On the Objective, or Physical Plane, matter is gross and heavy,;
on -the Subjective or Astral Plane, it is tenuous and-elastic; on the
Spiritual Plane, it is Radiant. .On all planes the appearance of
Form remaing, but the substance of which the form is composed 1is
of differing degrees of vibration. Matter is purified and regener-
ated from the grosser elements, as a result of the action of
SELF=-consciousness., ‘ '

5. The consciousness is temporarily released from the body when
one is able to look at himself as though at another person. One,
then, can clearly perceive the action of the Divine Laws through
Form, and he cannot enter the Path until he has gained this Power.

6. Imagination and Intuition. Think of your Aura as a Sphere of
Golden Light; the individuality as the Center of that Aura, and then
radiate your consciousness from that Center, on a spiral course,=--
through the five spirals or planes of your being,--between center
and circumference, by using the Power of Imagination and the Light
“of Intuition. 8Slowly, after such effort, you will find a greater
consciousness of life unfolding. , A :

7. The two poles of Substance are the Positive and the Negative
aspects of that Substance. As matter becomes regenerated, or trans-
muted, it loses weight and grossness; its activity is increased and
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eventually the increased vibration will explcde the outer crust or
shells of the molecular substance, and as a result, a tiny radiant
atom of light appears in the Auric Sphere. This radiant atom is
builded into the Spiritual Body. Bach bit of suffering nobly endured,
each merciful act, each victory of love over unkindness, helps to
release the radiant atoms from their bondage. We are Alchemists
taking into our ‘bodies new atoms and transmuting them into radiant
energy for the building of the Nirmanakaya Robe.

8. The Bgo is the "Iv; that Spark of the Divine Flame whlch is
Eternal Immutable and Limitless.

9. A Group Soul is composed of those Monads, or lesser souls,
which were brought into individual existence through the sacrifice
of a Great Celestial Being. They evolve within the Aura of that
Being, their "Father-in-Heaven", and as a whole, compose the mater-
ial body of that Being. This 1s the reason why certain individuals
are inevitably drawn into certain groups~-they are actual diving
varts of that One Group Soul.

10. Constant consideration of the fact of the triple evolution of
vhysical, astral and soul, matter and substance, at one and the
same time. : .

1l. Because we are. inextricably bound together as One, and every
thought or act either degenerateu or regenerates the matter of our
bodies. Humanity is slowly rising in the scale of evolution, and
every gross atom that is transmuted into radiant light places the

‘balance on-the side of the Christ; therefore every thought or act
that is evil, or unworthy, or unkind, weighs down that matter with
darkness, and throws the balance on the side of the Devil. Man is
poth Christ and Devil, Light and Darkness, and the Christ is slowly
winning the victory, through gredt sufferlng, struggle and sacrifice.
Fach victory of ours raises the whole, because each victory tlpo

‘the scales on the side of the Christ. .

12. The Earth is an Entity, and our physical bodies are, as it
were, the cells in Its body, just as the physical cells of our
bodies compcse those bodies. BEach of those cells has a personal
consciousness, and as our consciousness is the synthesis of the
consciousness of all those cells,; just so the consciousness of the
regent of the.earth is the synthetic consciousness of all the . ‘
~peoples living upon or within that earth. The Great Universal
Consciousness is the synthetic consciousness of all the forms of
life in the Universe., Viewed as ONE, the Universe would be seen
ag a Grand Universal Man, of which Man as we know him is a tiny
plcture. ) - :
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11.

12.

What Torce ensouls words; what Force ensouls tears?

QUESTIONs TO BE ANSWHERED BY OPEN COﬁRT STUDENTS :
- TENMPLE TEACEINGS,-- BOOK ONE
| | VI
EMQSION

How can one gain an understanding of the Inner Senses? Give

an example.

Why are s0 few of the members of the Human Race able to respond
elther to extreme grief or to supreme Joy°

Give a reason for our complex separate lives.

What does a constant repetltzon of the experience of vxbratlng
to the notes of Joy and of pain do for us?

.

How does'Nature protect man from trying to use the Higher
Creative Power before he is prepared to do so?

Show how the Law works when the student is under the influence
of a strong desire, and show why it works that way? ‘

Give an exgmple of the action of pos1t1ve emotion; give one of
negative emotion. State the Law governlng thls actlon.

© What is BEmotion? .

To what end should a Disciple's first efforts be directed? Why?

How may a disciple discover his strength and remedy his weakness?

How may the Astral Senses be awakened?
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SUCGESTED ANSWERS FOR THE STUDENT'S CONSIDERATIQI\T

CHAPTER VI
EMOTION

1. One may gain an understanding of the inner senses by applying
" the Yprinciple of analogy or correspondence .in the consideration of the
nature and functions of the outer physical senses,

In the contrast between the functioning of the soul and physical
planes we see revealed the two aspects of the working of the Divine,
God reflects Himself to Himself that He may know Himself. In other
words, the noumenal perceives itself in the phenomenal,

What the Ego creates through the various sense centers mankind
perceives as outer expression-on this plane through the sense avenue
corregponding to the principle expressed in the creation. Those forms
-perceived uniquely by any individual, or restricted group of individuals
are creations of individualized mind. For example, take any common
;PJSC? of perception, as a tree., Such a tree is perceived by all man-~
FAISn D C8EEA4R 18588053, S2E™AP ESnfidh  a13hEER.8TC BUE LSRR 1Pee
is seen as possessing certain peculiar aspects by the various types
of individuals and also by each separate individual. Such aspects
are the creations of mind in its more or less individualized function-
ing. These aspects cannot form the material of common discourse, but
can be communicated only between those belonging to the given indiv-
idualized aspect of mind, '

2. The astral sense of the race are not fully awakened. 0Only one
here and one there has had the power to endure the intense joy and
pain necessary to cause the vibration of the octave notes and thus
awaken those senses.

3. The appearance of separateness exists because these senses are
not awake. The Occult student must learn to study every note of pain
and every note of joy and -remain unattached and unmoved. Only so will
he gain the power to endure those heavier blows from these opposing
forces which will open up to him the Realms of 1life through the awaken-
ing of the astral senses,--that life which shows the unity of all in '
the Father. ‘

4. Through constantly experiencing certain notes of pain or joy,
we gain the power to strike the next note of the scale. If we endure
pain, -seeing it in the light of ‘Use, of Evolution, we RISE in the scale
of 1life; if we endure it, complaining, seeing only its dark side and
rejecting it, we descend and thus lose our opportunity.

5. Words embody Fire. Fire is the masculine creative principle,
its positive pole ever creating, transmuting, uplifting; its negative
pole ever destroying, disintegrating and annihilating.

Tears embody Water . Water is the feminine formative principle,
ever throwing into form that which is created, reforming that which is
transmuted, and unifying that which is uplifted; or releasing from
form that which is being destroyed, disintegrated and annihilated.
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6. By inhibiting the Will, leaving him only with a consciousness
which vaguely wishes te know, but which is too weak to TRY to know. Ti
'is at this point that Fear works obstructively, for the student who
is not prepared to attaln will feel fearful, and thus repelled from
farther effort. ,

7. Even here the Law of Polarity works, for through Desire, con-
trolled and directed any image may be created by intention. But the
over-mastering desire wich seeks to draw the desired thing to itself
causes a reflex action which, instead, drives from itself that which i<
covets. It is through the right use of the Principle of Desire, without
attachment to results, without expectation even, that the deep inner
peace, which comes from the joy of touching the Thing Itself, the
Essence, the Reality, opens to the consciousness. of the student.

8. The negative aspect of emotion is selfish, the positive aspect
is selfless. That which we draw to ourselves through selfish desire
on the physical plane, is driven from us on the inner planes. That
which we give to others, gladly, selflessly, on the physical plane,
unites with us on the inner planes. Invariably the careful student
will find that that which he has truly given another, will not only
become his interiorly, but also will be returned to hlm exteriorly thru
some unexpected avenue., And he will also find that that which he has
desired so greatly that he could not give it to another later has
been taken from him,

' 9. Every Force, or entlty, has its two pcles of expression.
Emotion is a living synthetic Entity which manifests —either as love,
pure and divine, or as sensuality, expressed in passion, ‘anger, hatred,
impatience, etc. Emotion is a great power, and when it is controlled
and directed by purified Will, it becomes the driving Power of the
Universe, both personal and unlveroal

10, The Disciple should endeavor to discover his present status
dn the scale of evolution. He should also endeavor to gain the power
to look his own weaknesses frank‘y in the face, and acknowledge them,
and then set to work to regenerate them. ‘Until he can discover them
he cannot remove them. Here is where our friends and enemies--so-
called=-~-may prove invaluable to us, for through them we may discover
that which is otherwise hidden to us,

l1l. The Disciple discovers his strength through his fallures. If
he rise after each failure with renewed determination to GO ON, his
strength is thereby revealed to him. To remedy his weakness, he= must
-recognize it, perceive its opposite pole of expression, and then del-
iberately draw that quality to him by the power of attraction. In other
words, if he is restless, impatient and uncontrolled in his feelings,
let him draw to himself the feelJng of deep calm, of patience, of poise
or equilibrium, seeing,with his imaging power, himself as one with these
qualities, through LOVING them and TRYING to FEEL them as manifesting
through him., A few efforts along this line will reveal to him their
POWET -

12. Only when the D1501p1e has attained the power to touch the
heights and the depths can he awaken the astral senses. It is after
passing through the depths of pain, or the heights of joy, that the
deep peace of the soul may be experienced, and only in that peace can
be heard the voice of the Higher Self speaking to its reflection, man,
in words of love and wisdom. Indifference to pain and pleasure means
the attainment of that peace. It is as though ail the notesof . the
scale were bound together in one terrible crash, the vibration of which
creates a new note,'a note never before heard by the personal conscious=-
ness. If the Disciple has the puwer to retain his hold on physical
life when this experience comes to him, then Life becomes Illuuminated,
directed from Within, and infilled with Love, Wisdom and Power,
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QUESTIONS TO R3 4NSWERED BY OPEW COURT STUDENTS

TEMPLE THACHINGS -- BOOK ONE
VII -
MASTHRY

5 1. Vhy must the student who desires to ehter the Path towérds
astery "become as a little child"? ’ ' ‘

2. How is true knowledge obtained? -

: 3. State the difference between the Two Paths opren to the Occult
Student, : - . '

4. What is meant by the term "Mastery"e

"8. How can we obtain the Power to récbgnize a Mastqr?

6. Illustrate the command: "Be still and know thét I am de".

7. Show how the. Principle of Desire, guided by Will, can be used
to create, to help others and to uplift . .the race, ' :

8. State how you would procede to use this Force of Desire to
help a brother who was depressed, unhappy and suffering.

9. Show what the reaction will be if the Desire Force i8 used
Tor selfish Purposes, , -

10. Explain the meaning of that esoteric Phrase used by the Master

Jesus "It is more blessed to give than to receive," Vhy is this so?

(It would be a help to us if each student would place his name at
the top of his set of answers, and enclose g stamp to help meet
the cost of correspondence. == Bach student should retain the
questions sent to him to compare with the suggested answers)



SUGGESTED ANSWERS FOR THE STUDENT'S CONSIDERATION

e W e

'CHAPTER VII
MASTERY

1 It is only when the student has gained the power to recognize
his own limitations, his own helplessness, no matter how great or learn-
€¢d he may seem in the eyes of the world, that he can be taught. When
this realization comes to hzm, he knows himself indeed to be.but a
iittle child, and he turns with love and faith tao the Great Master
Soul and asks for guidance, knowing that.it will be given. It is then
that he is accepted and taught by Those Who Know, for he has made the
condition through which the Master Force can flow, to instruct and
enlighten him and all who will receive from him,

2. By taking each problem that comes to him, carefully examining
it, and then turning with it to the Master in thought, and with love,
the disciple will flnd that in accord with his faith and love, Light
will be given him,

3. "The disciple who would attain, must become as nothzng in the
eyes of men", He quietly serves, Nlthout recognition, without desire
for reward, but selflessly content to DO that which'is to be done,
willing even that another should receive credit for tha he has done -
decause he realizes that there is but One. Devoted, pure and unshaken
by aught from without, is the true disciple. ‘Ambition, desire for
personal recognition and criticism of others are the underlying
currents which will sweep any disciple from the Path,

. 4. There are degrees of approach towards Mastery in all phases of
~1life, but the term "Mastery" means understanding and control of all
individuwal, natural and cosmical.forces, and of all art, science and
phllosophy. ‘

5. By evolving within ourselves through obedlence to the Law of
Love, the Love or the Understanding that makes possible a point of
contact with the Master Force, we will find within us the Power that
will recognlze the Master.

6. A disciple sat quletly in his chalr, ‘eyes resting on the grey.
wall before him. Slowly he dropped back within himself, passively
contemplative. Out of the stillness, thrilling him through and through,
came the glowing Life Force radiating health and happiness. His con-

. sciousness became aware that this Life Force was the Power behind all
manifested Life,~-the Christos,~--and the way to union with the Father.
As it carried hlS consc1ousness towards the Center of his being he felt.
a deep Peace ‘encompass him, From out that Peace came a voice, yet not
a voice, which spoke, and he knew that voice to be himself, yet not

© himself, but God for he was One with all that Is.
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7. If, for instance, a:strong desire to radiate Peace t0 a .warring
world is stlrred into actlon, a vacuum instantly appears in the auric
sphere. Into that ¥acuum rushes the force desired thus forming the
mould through which, by the use of the Will it can be radiated to

the world.

8. First use the Imagination and mentally see the unhappy brother
surrounded by the Pure White Light. Then stir into action your own
" desire to help him, by longing for joy to become manifest in him. As
this longing surges in your heart you c¢reate a vacuum and into that
vacuunm flows this desired force of Joy; then, as from a center of
manifestation, at codmand of your will, it.radiates into his aura, -
stirring 1tself into action in him thus arou51ng in him the power to

overcome the states of depresszon.

- 9. As a pool without an outlet becomes stagnant and filthy, just
s6 becomes the soul that attracts to itself for its own use and pleasure
the beautiful gqualities of life. Instead of purifying and beautifyifig
the nattre, they stain and becloud it, leaving it stagnant and filthy.

10, It is more blessed to give than to receive, because, when we
give, we make an outlet through which can flow more and more of that
~which is given. The Soul, having learned Life's Greatest Lesson,

knows that all .she gives away, truly becomes hers, and that all she
seeks to hold for self is lost. "He that would save his Life, must
lose it". Give it freely for the good of all and that which is called

lost will he found eternally.

- w o o

THE HIGHWAY

LolI stand and cry for help to build the highway over whlch
myriad footsteps may pass~-thé footsteps of the hosts so long oppressed,
-the Jittle ones now %trodden under foot of man.

" Bven while my cry rings forth thou turnest far away thy gaze upon
some short and narrow trail, 'and sit thee down to wait another call=--
or sayest to thyself; "The highway he would build would be too wide,
and far too long for me to tread, the paving stones not such as I
would choose, He plans no shade on either side, no mound where I
might sit me down to rest. If I could choose the workmen, lay the
pavement, fix the compensation for the toil, and build a gate at either

end to bar mine enemy--then would I answer, and give myself in true

serv;ce."

- Alas' that while thou heedest not my cry, my little ones~--thy little
ones=-~the poor, the halt and blind are stumbling, falllng back, or

being thrown by press of those behind,
No .highway has been made for them, or-thee; nor can it be without

thy help. '
ik : ' - From the Mountain Top.
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QUESTIONS T0 HE ANSWHRED BY OPEN COURT STUDENTS
. TEMPLE TEACHINGS -- BOOK ONE
LESSON VIII == THE MASTERS

- - -

What is your conception of the Great White Brotherhood--The Lodge

of Masters® \

. BExplain the ‘meaning underlying the words "agstral intoxication®,

We would like you to express your idea of the divisions, or degrees,
of the Lodge, :

To what has a Master of the Seventh Degree attained?
What is the Hierarchical Law . of Servxce°
Illuutrate the method of involutlon and evolution.

When are we permitted to contact an "Initiation-center"?.

¢

AWhat is the dlfference between "Black Maglc" and -White maglc"?

What is meant by "the 1nterpenetrab111ty of the seven planes of
matter e

On wha% Planes can a Master of the Seventh Degree' function?

- Describe the Nirmanakaya body? How is it builded? How condensed?

Desceribe the result to the Soul in the Path of White Magic, and to
- the Soul in the Path of Black Magic,. -

What is meant by the "extinetion" of a Soul?

What ig the Power inherent in true Sacrifice?
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THE MASTHRS

) 1. The Great White Brotherhood is 'the Complete Universe in
Organized Form. From the innermost Point to the outermost Rim of the ‘
Cosmos, Those Beings, called IMasters, who guide the evolution of worls
and Solar Syetems, work in perfect Rythm and Harmony according to Hier
axrchical Law. " o . ' -

2. .dstral Intoxication implies the -inability of the student
to get beyond the emotional effect caused by the impact upon him of the
higher spiritual forces. These forces stir into action their polar op-
posites,i awakening in some degree the inner organs of perception. This
18 a critical point, for unless the student gains the power, by constant
2ffort and aspiration, to penetrate more deeply in to his Soul, he be-
somes the victim of the sensuous illusions of the Astral Plane.

S. There are seven Major Degrees; each Major Degree is sub~
divi@eq into seven minor degrees, making forty-nine degrees in all. This
¥R LERLALT QBB B¥ ST YIRS 15 ISy FBEReoRTE: FOTtYsNEPE §OBILHS, o1,
Bach Tajor Degree is under the direction of a Great Celestial Being,
called a lMaster; everything that comes under that degree is a part of
H im in a special sense. - Kvery sub-degree is also under the special d¥
rection of a ijlaster.of the sub-degrees. The Higher and more Interior
DegreesDegrees are directed by Those Beings who have attained the most
Selfless and Illuminated Life. It is a Hierarchy of Character; those
lead who are the most enlightened and compassionate.

: : 4. A llaster of the Seventh Degree has entered the Path of
Mastery and has gained control over all the Forces of the Phvsical
Plane. - He alsc has attained the power to $0lidifyv his Astral 3ody P
and thus retain it as a conscious instrument of service from incarnathm
to incarnation. ‘ ' :

5. From the outermost Rim to the innermost Point of -the mani-
fested Cosmes, those on the step above uplif* and enlighten those on
the step below. That which is above is conscious of and understands

that which is below, and is therefore able to-direct the word, force,
or event that will give the needed enlighterment. , ,

. 6. In Involution, S¢pirit descends into matter by a separa-
tion of the One into the manv. The One becomes Three, the Three becowg
Seven, the Seven become 49, the forty-nine becone 343, etc., until *he
butermost Lim of ianifes*ation is reached. Kvolution is the COWSCIOUS
return of the many to the One. Slowly but steadily each separated part
is raised in the scale of 1life through the interaction of the Law of Op-
pesites--joy and pain, heat and cold, etc. As the consciousness of the
seemingly separated self expands, a perception of the Unity of all Life
dawns upon it. Conscious allignment with the Group Soul to which it
belongs follows. As the part unites its cansciousness._with—-those-othér
parts of itself through.the-action—aof "the Law of Attraction, it attains
-a-perception of its Unity with the llaster Soul of *he Group. From this
point its consciousness expands with its Group Soul as it unites with
the Group Soul tpwards which it stands in affinitive relation. And so
on until 'the tiny personal consciousness becomes one with the Abscidrte
Consciousness--"I in thee and thou in Me". God coming into persoaal

¢

consciousness; man coming into Universal Consciousness.
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o 7. After having been broughi into Inturicr communication with
the lMaster presiding over that Center. Kven then the Disciple often
fails to recognize the ocuter form he so long has sought. No Initiation
1s ever received on the outer piane of physical life that has not been
attained on an Interior Plane first. -

8. The black magicaan uses the high and holy forces of life
for selfish attainment. He draws to himself and uses the elemental
forms to gain power over others, knowledge. money, position, etc. The
White Magicaan seeks to know God because of Love for Him and for His
Creations. He seeks to know the Divine Plan in order that he may diret
his life in harmony with it, for he asks nothing for self, but All for
the Whole. : _
9. All the Seven Planes of matter, of which the bodies of man
are composed, interpenetrate, for they are One. We live in all these
seven planes now, but not consciously. Heaven is not way up in the
#tarry dome above us, but right here; all we need is to correlate our
consciousness with that finer, subtler, plane of substance, in order b
realize this Truth. The Great Work of the Esoteric Student is to so
congrol his lower nature that he may make this correlation of conscious-.
rness on all planes of his being. :

10. A Master of the lowest, or seventh degree, can function
at will on three planes of 1life: the Physical, the astral, the Soul or
Super-astral Planes. Co :

. 11. The Nirmanakaya Body is the I'ire Body; that is, it is
scmposed of Radiant Enerzy, and in the Form Lternal. Ve are building
this body from incarnation to incarnation, for every time we Tise above
the trials and tests of daily life by meeting them with understanding,
patience and loving kindness, we release from bondage to matter certain
cells in our bodies. This release is the result of the overcoming of
the lower by the higher, and if you could see the action of this over-
soming, you would see the radiant center in each cell expanding until
it actually bursts forth from the matter enclosing it and flies into
the Auric Sphere to be used by the Higher Self in building the Nirmana
kaya Robe. This is why so-called "little things" are important.

A Master who has won a Fire Body is so at-one with the Law 6f
cansciousness that merely by directing his Will and his Consciousness
to the place where he desires to appear, he throws the atoms of the
iower planes-into form; that is, he integrates them upon his Nirmanakaya
Robe at Will, and thus appears in physical or astral form wherever or
whenever- required. There is nothing in existence really but States of.
Consciousness. .Once the Disciple realizes.this Truth, he grows in
harmony with the Law, and with great rapidity. - ‘

12. The White Magician. attains Universal Consciousness and be-
comes One with the Absolute in a full and free interchange of Individual
and Universal Love. The Black kagician becomes One with the Absolute by
unconscious absorption. He is NOT, while the White lkagician IS.

Vo : 13+ It means loss of Individual Consciousness and Form. All
power of Expression, of knowing itself or its Source, sinks with it in -
30 utter oblivion. ' ' ' ' _

14, The Word Sacrifice reveals a Paradox. He who gives to
wnother that which he naturally would choose for hinmself, opens interior
ioors and becomes ONE wiith that which he gives. It has been said that
sne only things we take with us when we leave this plane of life are the
“hings which we have sacrificed by giving thHém 1oVingly in service to
sthers. The Power of a Divine and Understanding Life inheres in True
Sacrifice. .




QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWER:D BY O0rEN COURT STUDENTS

TEMPLE TEACHINGS =--- BOOK ONE

- s re

1. In what way is "all life a series of teats"‘?

Ay}

Why are the so-called "little thlngs" of such importance?

3. Why are we so- severely tested whenever we take an upward
step on the Path9 . - . 4

4. How is our "Key-note" raised?

5. "When and how is our rise or our fall determined under tests?

[
-

X
FORCESS

- -

1. In what sense ;é_a_Eorpe pailed aﬁ Entity?
2, - What cbnst;ﬁﬁtes the FifSt Square?
3. What is an Elementa1°‘
4.ﬂ Why is 1t fatal to use the LTementals to further our purposes°
i 5. What is a Deva° ? L ‘ ‘ ‘
6:- What is an Angel?
7. What is a Messeﬁgér°

‘8. How may a Disciple use the White Light to help others? Give
an illustration, - v : '



SUGGESTED ANSWERS FOR THE STUDENT'S CONSIDERATION

Chapter IX
TESTS

1. Life is an evolutionary process, and each day's events mark the
status of the individual, because his actions and reactions on those
events decide his ability to progress. It is much like going to school
As soon as we can understand the lessons taught in the fourth grade,
we pass into the next grade. As soon as we learn the lessons of the
Fourth Degree, we pass into the next higher or Third Degree. VWhen the
time for passing comes, our Higher Self presents us with a real problem,
then withdraws and leaves us to prove our right to farther progress.

2. As a grain of sugar may over-balance a scale, so, at a critical
moment in our evolution some trifling event may send our personal life
into the wrong path. This could not happen unless we had builded in
that possibility. 1Its lesson learned, the next incarnation may give
an added Power and thus pass successfully the same test,

3. None of us ever advances or fails ALONE., Each step we take 1lifts
another soul, the one next in line to us karmicly, and so on, We

never fail alone, for we take with us those most closely united to us
on that step., A whole line of entities may be kept from their place

in the Great Temple by our failure to take advantage of the opportunity
placed before us; and a whole line is placed in order when we take our
place. We may not know this in our outer physical consciousness, but
our Souls know. One day, if we are faithful and true, the personality
will consciously know, and then Illumination is ours.

4. The action of the Master's Aura upon us is very like the action
of the Sun upon the vegetable kingdom. As His Rays of Light and Love
pour out upon us, every hidden seed in our Auric Sphere begins to stir--
good and evil alike. It is then our great battle with self begins.
Literally, we must pull out by the roots the weeds of our nature,
even as we pull them from our flower or food gardens. And carefully
must we encourage, protect and uphold the beautiful qualities that
spring into conscious thought and action, for they may whither from
neglect, or die if unnoticed and unused, even as our flowers die if
left unwatered and uncared for. As we do these things, the vibration
of all the atoms of which our bodies are composed is raised, for the
Light quickens and the Love expands these tiny lives until a new rate
of vibration is attained.

5. We, ourselves, determine our rise or fall. Our countless viet-
ories of the past rise to aid us; our countless failures rise to pull
us down. We are a synthesis of our past experiences,; we are what we
have chosen to be. If we have definitely allied ourselves with our
Higher Self, and we can hear Its voice in the midst of the storm, then
we can determine the issue; for we, ourselves, decide when the moment

of choice comes,



Chapter X.

FORCES

1. A Force is called an Entity because it has individuality
consciousness and intelligence. '

2. Love, Motion, Will and the Central Spiritual Sun, or Substance,
is the PFirst Square.

3. - Elementals are the first expression of form in manifestation.
There~are many grades and classes of them. Theéy are the builders
and destroyers of form. They are created by the action of the spirit-
ual fires and in their turn create and inhabit the five elements,or
states of matter,--Earth, Air, Fire, Water and Ether. They function
the consciousness of each one of those elements but are visible only
on the sub-planes of manifestation. They are semi-intelligent and are
subject to the will of more highly evolved beings. Often they are
mischievous but not consciously evil, for they are soulless.

These grades of elementals should not be confounded with the
elementaries, or the shells of evil-minded men and women who have
passed from life, and from which thé soul has been separated. These
shalls are still possessed of some of the lower principles, and they
exist for a time on the lower sub-planes of the astral. They are
used by black magicians for many purposes. ‘

(At this point in the Book of Teachings the word "Elementary"
should be substituted for the word "Elemental",) ' ,

4. Because one must give of his soul-substance in return for the
services of these Elementaries and their services are of such a
nature that no Master or Chela of the Right Hand Path uses them.
Those who use the Elementaries are black magicians, and the final
result is the’annihilation of form for both during that Manvantara.

5. The Devas, sometimes termed Gods, are superior forms of elemental
beings and are spiritually enlightened. They are subject to the con-
trol of still higher Spiritual Beings and in their turn have control
of the different groups and grades of lower €lementals.

6. There are many degrees or hosts of Angels, from those who have
passed through the human kingdom to those who will not pass through
the lower kingdoms of nature at all. They are the Messengers of the
Spiritual realms, and are in forms of Light and of Color and give
expression to Sound.

7. The Messengers are also of many degrees. Xach plane has its
Messengers who pass between two planes or states of consciousness.

The lower degrees of Angels are among the Messengers as are also the
Masters of certain degrees. A Messenger is the bearer of a message, ,
a conveyerof tidings, and the title would even apply to those Neophytes
and Teachers who carry the Spiritual messages of the Masters to those
who would not receive them otherwise.

8. Mentally image a Radiant White Light streaming from the Center of
your Being--the God in you--and surrounding the one you wish to help.

Try to understand that there is no necesgsity for directing its action

by words. The Light itself carries the power to destroy all evil and

to recreate according to Divine Will. '



QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERID BY OPEN COURT STUDENTS
IEMPLE TEACHINGS -~ BOOK ONE
XI
TRUE HUMILITY
What is true Humility®

Is it as serious to over-estimate another as it is to under-
estimate hime? :

What lesson do We learn from the humillty of- Jesus in washing the
feet of his disciples?

Describe the form symbollc of True Humlllty.
What danger threaténs the student who takes an advance step?
XII
HUMAN PERFECTION
What is the Power inhering in Perfeotion?

Why is it almost‘impossible for a Perfect Master to appear in
material form? : - E

¥
L -

Name some of the incarnations of the Eﬁtity called'Jeéus,the Christ.
Define the term, "Watcher on the Threshold",

What is the constructing power of a perfect Ideal?

,‘/



BUGIESTRD ANSWERS FOR 1ML S1T0BNI'S SUPNSIDERATICON

TRUE HUMILITY

1. True Humility is the recognition in censciousness of the literal-
ness of the statement "I in thee and thou in me", Ve are Atoms in the
Pody of God, as is every other form in existence, and that which we
chare in common with all 1life, namely, the ILssence of God, is our ac-
tual Being. Since God is in each 6ne of us equally, and since he is
all. that is RBAL in us, has created us, made life in form exist for ' &
us, given himself %to us equally, what room can there be for aught but
4rue humility in our hearts? = Humility is really Justice. We recognize
curselves as nothing of ourselves, yet as aAlLL, for we in our turn are
rotential Gods, Creators in His Likeness, One with His Wisdom, His Love,
and His Power. :

2, It is unwise to over-estimate another as to under-estimate him,

for all overs and unders, wherever applied, are conditions out of bal-

ance. J ustice is the key-note of the Disciple and he neither over-

estimates nor over=-does, but tries always to see so clearly and to act

¢o truly that the point of balance is maintained.’ Too much life is as

Gestructive as too little 1ife; too much heat is as unbearable as -too
¢ HWEERTE614 ;" strivVe always for BALANCE. ' '

3. The lesson of GREATNESS. Only one who was truly GREAT could serve

" 4he least of us swith such perfect Humility. That greatness is made
vossible enly through recegnition of the hidden Truth--your brother is
yourself. We think nothing of washing our own feet; therefore when
once the Truth of our Unity with the Whole becomes a part of our outer
consciousness, it is simply performing the service for ourselves, The
greater Truths of life are revealed in the lesser., -

..The Warrior of Light; Balanced, Centered,_Jusfl,armed alike with posi-
tive and negative power, using either for the good of the \Whole when
required; Sexless, Pure, Complete within Himself ; One with A1l that Is,

5, . Because we are under the Illusion of Time, we often find ourselves
thinking that we are further advanced on The Tath simply because some
phases of consciousness are open to us that seem closed to them, VWhere-
28 we all will pass through that same state of consciousness at some
time. On the Plane of Timelessness there is no above or below in the
PERSONAL sense; there is only consciousness of SUNIYY, for you are all
that is below and all that is above, and how can there be any greater
or lesser, when all is but yourself? o ' ’



SUGG LSTLD ANSWERS FOR THE STUDENTS CONSIDERATION

"1, The Universe is builded on geometrieally .perfect lines, Ivery line
that is perfectly drawn . has a definite effect for godds;. svery thought
that is perfectly formed has a Life Principle that is vital; any a-
chievment, no matter how small, that is an attainment of perfection

in sould, form, color, or motlon, becomes a definite constructive fac-
tor. While crooked forms, thoughts, acts, etc., are as surely destruc-
tive factors. 'This is why there are no "little things", Aim always
at perfection in some phasei if certain aspects of any undertaking
must be slighted, be sure to aim at a perfection of time economy, if
nothing more. Make Perfection live in some form in every act of life,

2, A8 the word "Perfection" is used in this lesson, it means the high=-
est point of perfection attainable while functioning on the Plane of
Gross Matter, It is difficult for a Perfect Master to appear in phy~
sical form because of the high rate of vibration of His Body. It is,
~as it were, composed of pure radient.EFive, and its high rate of vibra-
tion and quality of Substance would immediately disintegrate gross
matter if contacted, Therefore it is only through Great Saorifice
and deepest Suffering that a Great Soul can lower its high rate of
vibration and darken its Radient Body sufficiently to descend to this
Plane of Life and help us in safety to us. When once a realization
of what it means to those Great Souls who have descended again and agai
to 1ift this Humanity in the scale of evolution comes to us, we are
overcome with reverence, gratitude and a 11v1ng desire to make some
small return of Love amd of Service,

3. . Osiris, Z oroaster, Krishna, Mithras, Pythagoras, Buddha, Jesus.

4, The "Watcher on the Threshold" is the Son-Sun~, that Great Entity
which brings to birth all Sons of God, the Christs of all Time. He who
sacrificed His right to pass on into the greater world of Spirit in ...
order that we might attain that which was His by Divine Right of Vict:ir
over all Matter, Force and Sybstance, both Microcosmically and Macro-
cosmically. .

5, A Perfectly formed IDEAL becomes the astral meuld into which flows
the Desire Principle, thus giving form to its Perfect Concept eter-
nally., Because Eternal Life inheres in any perfectly builded form
on inner planes. , .



QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED BY OPEN COURT STUDENTS
TEMPLE TEACHINGS -=- BOOK ONE
XIII
ASPIRATION

Why is the depth and sweetnesu of Aspiration known only to those wic’
can freely Love without thought of, or desire for return?

Show the action and reagtion of pure Aspiration.
What is the Cause inthe yoid within" herein mentioned?
Why does intensity of longing close the door to realiéation?
What is the "Christ"?
Xv.
THE AWAKENING AFTER DEATH
What is implied by the term "Astral Counterpart"?

Does the soul that has passed on realize any difference at first
in his environment, etc.? If not, why?

What is your idea of the events following the passing from this

plane of existence?

Does deep longing for the one who has passed on affect that one
harmfully? .

Why should Seances be avoided?



SUGGESTED ANSWERS FOR THE STUDENT'S CONSIDERATION
' CHAPTER XIII |
ASPIRATION

- e o w

1. Because true Aspiration can only be born in the soul when that
Love which radiates instead of drawing unto itself has. been found.

As long as the heart seeks to recelve, it knows not Aspiration., When
it has found the path of giving, it becomes an open dcdor to Infinite
Love and, as that Divine Love touches the soul, the quality of recep-
tion called Aspiration is born. 1Its utter sweetness and selflessness
i inexpressible, but when once known, all else is as nothing to the
Soul.

2. When one outbreathes pure Aspiration, he inbreathes that sub~
stance which corresponds to the outbreathing. Action in this case

is selfless giving; reaction becomes selfless receiving, and since
the Infinite Love pours its treasures with lavish hand where e'er
they may be received, the substance force stirred into action by the
Aspiration at once pours into the Center prepared for its reception,

3. Tke "void within" is the result of broken law through the many
incarnations of the Soul. But this void cannot remain when once the .
Scul breaks the dominion of self and thus releases the stricture
caused by selfish desire. Then the void becomes a fullness,

4 ; A careful study of an intense longing will reveal to the student
the fact that its action is similar to that of drawing tightly the
strings of a bag to close it. Longing closes the auric sphere so
tightly that, though the very thing desired may be pressing for
admittance, the tightly closed sphere repulses it. Once having
experienced the longing for a certain quality, the wise student

quietly renounces that which he has so longed for, and in that renounce-
ment, the door is opened and the desired quality rushes in, If
students could once realize the value of renunciation, there would

be less of selfishness and suffering for them,

5. The Christ is the Son; cosmically, it is that Great Creative
Power which unites Spirit and Matter in form. As each created center
unfolds into consciousness of its Divinity, the Son, the individual
Christ, is born in the Soul. This consciousness expands to eternity
until there is both the consciousness of the All, or God, united with
the consciousness of the individual, or the Christ, in pure reciprocal
giving, thus becoming the "I in thee and thou in lie" of which the
Master Jesus, the Christ, spoke.

- e o -



CHAPTER IV
THE AWAKENING AFTER DEATH

TR . - -

1. The Astral Body is in appearance an exact replica of the physical
body. It is builded of a finer grade of substance, more elastic and
tenuous in character than gross matter, but it is an exact counter-
vart of the physical. . :

2. No; at first the soul.does not realize any difference between the
astral and the physical. This is because it finds everywhere the
counterparts of every thing that exists on the physical plane. A’
stone looks like a stone, he looks exactly as he did, and the astral
forms of his friends, of his home and of his books or animals are all
about him, When he becomes fully awake he gradually begins to
realize the change.

3. At the tlme of death our Guardian Angels surround-us, and we
are protected and cared for during the state of passing, much as a
little child is protected, cared for and welcomed.at the time of
birth on this plane. If the soul does not realize the change in due
time, then the friends who have preceeded us to that plane of life
approach, and through his joy at seeing them the fear of the change
passes away.. He is offered instruction by beings whose mission it

is to guide the newly awakened soul upward. If their help is accepted
the Soul passes into higher and higher states of consciousness and
life, If it is refused, the Soul still has something it must learn
and very often it is ensnared by the astral entities seeking pleasure
through the gratification of their passions. When he has worn out
this vibration which may take years, months or days according to

its intensity, he then returns to seek the instruction necessary to
the higher step.

4. Yes; to continually long for one who has passed on is to send
out a current of force that binds him to the earth plane, and this
causes him intense suffering for he is conscious of your presence,
while you are unconscious of him. He touches 'your astral form and
with every effort he can command he tries to comfort you, to make

you aware of his presence, etc. But to no avail for your'own self -
ish longing blinds you as well as binds him._ Such longing is indeed
selfish for it fails to recognize . the Love of the Infinite Father and
to know that His Will is Divinely Good.

5. Persons who attend Seances are in the company of elemental beings
who are earth-bound and whose soul development is slight. They have
not the power teo rise.to the higher and finer realms of life but
cling to the lower earth conditions. These beings are often elemen-
taries and therefore deadly harmful to man. 1In attempting to make

a contact with that plane at such a time, you open your Aura and
these beings rush in. They vamparize you, obcess you and destroy
your mental balance; they -‘use youfr l1life forces to maintain their

evil forms, and use the sex centers as well, thus destroying the
individuality for that incarnation.
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QUBSTIONS TO BE ANSWERED BY QPEN COURT STUDLNTS
| TEMPLE TEACHINGS - BOOK ONE
XVI
THE AURIC EGG

Desoribe tﬂeA"Auric Egg".
Hew many Auric Bggs does each individuality have?
What constitutes the Auric Egg of the physical body?

What grade of substance in the'physical body is the current of
force directed by the will of the Auric Egg? :

What potency does the Auric Egg contain?

What must man accomplish within himself before he can understand
the instructions of a more interior character relating to the
Auric Egg? Why must he accomplish this and How? :

Have you discovered anything of the Power hidden in Concentration
and Sound? If so, give an experience,

Take ten minutes each day and follow the insfruction given in
this last paragraph. Note results carefully. Write out what
you have discovered about the power of Sound at the end of the
month,

What is the Power of the word "LOQVE“?

10, Why is it advisable to start the concentration with that word

11.

12.

WLOVE"?

Can you connect yourself with any pPrinciple which you may wish
to reflect? 1If so, how may it be done?

What is the value of this instruction to you?
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SUGGESTED ANSWERS FOR THE STUDENT'S CONSIDERATION
CHAPTER XVI
THE AURIC EGG

1. The subject of The Auric Egg should be approached with great
reverence. It is one which is rarely spoken of by those who under-
stand, and therefore very little can be given to the student except
suggestions. These he must have gained the power to %take as guides
and then follow them as far as his own perception will permit.

The Auric.Egg is that Divine Livingness gathered to a Center
Tor individualization, and one senses its soft, tender wonder in
terms of whiteness, lightness, exquisiteness and the feeling of white
holiness that o'ershadows that which is direct from God, is God, '

- awaiting birth. When individualized it is the preserver of every

Karmic Record, for in its essence it is Eternal. It is the synthesis
of all that the individualized God will ever express, or become. Its
appearance is that of Living Light and it is, in fact and in form,

a Cosmic Egg.

2. There are seven Auric Eggs in each individualized center, one
surrounding each principle, or form,

3. The Astral Body is the Auric Egg of the physical body. The
Astral Light is the Auric Egg of the Earth and it therefore contains
all the records of the earth from its birth and all the seeds of that
which is to come. Whatever is true of the macrocosm is true of the
microcosm.

4., The Blood is the substance in the physical body which carries
the currents of force resident in the Auric Egg. Through the bLlood
the stored-up potencies of the individual may be drawn upon by the
Will and used by the man. In the case of ordinary man, this is an
unconscious act; in the case of an Adept it is a conscious act.

5. The Auric Egg contains the potency of every incarnation passed
through, and to come, within it. Within this Egg lies a seed corres-
ponding to every center of the macrocosm, ahd as the man unfolds he
can, by power of will, connect himself consciously with each center
in his auric eggs, and from any one of those centers connect himself
with the Cosmic Center in the Universal Man corresponding to it.

Thus Light, Love, Nourishment, Power, or whatever he may need in his
work for the Whole can be drawn in and used according to his will.
This Will has, of course, become one with the "Will of the Father".

6. Until man has gained perfect self-control and has crossed the
Bridge, thus uniting the Higher and Lower Selves, he cannot use far-
ther knowledge concerning the Auric Egg. This he may accomplish by
Aspiration, Assimilation and Selfless Love, The last named quality
must be attained by the Neophyte for within it lies all else.
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7&8. The power of Sound in connection with concentration
should not be overlooked, and if the word "Love" is used, one should
take care to dissociate it in the mind from the lower elements such
as passion or desire, and should avoid personal application.  As the
word is here used, it conveys the same meaning as Compassion, or the
Divine Selfless Love and awakens the same form of energy. It must
be remembered that Speaklng aloud a chosen word awakens wave action
within the substance of the BEtheric Plane. This wave action manifests
as Light. Light on the Etheric Plane is the vehicle of Consciousness
and, as all forms and forces are subject to Cyclic Law, the energy
set free in the utterance of the word must return to the point of
departure, bearing with it what it has accumulated in its passage.
And that which it brings back from the higher consciousness will
correspond to the Desire, Will and Motive which actuated the person
who thus set free the energy. Possibly this will partly interpret
the words of Matthew 12;36: "Every idle word that man shall speak
they shall give in the Day of Judgment".

-

One sought the hidden meaning to give to others and spoke
aloud the word "Love", The consciousness traveled inward and, as
the word was repeated, suddenly at the apex, and in the darkness of
the physical egg appeared a Light, in form and appearance like that
of a Gleaming Transparent White Sun; again the word "Love" was spoken,
and from out the Center of this Whlte Sun dropped a golden fish (the
symbol of the Christ). Over all came a purple substance (the symbol
of enrobement), then the Auric Egg flashed brilliant with glorious
colors, and the form of the Master stood in its midst.

The symbolic meaning of the above will only be apparent to
those who have studied symbolism. Suffice it to say, that in speak-
ing the Word and comnnecting oneself with the substance of that Word,
The Higher Self drops into the Auric Egg the Seed which the Desire,
Will and Motive ensouling the Word has created.

9. The Power in the word "Love" is a synthetic one and it will
connect the consciousness of the child, the Neophyte, or the Adept,
with its own Center of Consciousness and unfold whatever is inherent
in that Center. : :

10. Because in connecting yourself with that Principle, you most
perfectly connect yourself w1th God,

1. Yes; by concentration and sound.

12. It is designed to make the student tw Aspire, Think and Act,
for only through USE can these hidden powers be revealed, and that
USE must bé a selfless one, or the destructive forces of the
negative pole will be set 1n motion,
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QUESTIONS TO BE'ANSWERED BY OPEN‘GOURT STUDENTS
TEMPLE TEACHINGS - BOOK ONE |
XViI
PATIENT WAITING

What stage of growth is symbolized by a great desire to be
helplng others?

Explain why strong desires hinder instead of help.
Do you know what the hidden reason is back of that desire to help?

Why is that deep loneliness of soul an inevitable accompanyment
of the Soul's evolution into higher states of consciousness
and llfe'>

Y

When does that sense of loneliness fall away®?

"The steps of the stairway of life ére strewn with crushed and
broken hearts". Explain the reason inhering in this statement.

To what do the stars correspond?
What does the term "Soul" mean to you®?
State your concept of the Unity of Life.

Why must any state of consciousness that is to unfold in the
Individual be first sensed while in incarnation on the material
plane? (This is. an important question; think it over carefully.)



SUGGESTED ANSWERS FOR THE STUDENT'S CONSIDERATION
CHAPTER XVII
PATIENT WAITING

- o e om

1. The desire to help others indicates the awakening of the Divine
Self in the individual. Consciously or unconsciously it begins to
become aware of its ONENESS with All, and it begins to feel the great
need of that All, its own Greater Self, and so tries to do something
that will be of Service to the Race.

2 . B8trong desire, while at first attractive, if not renounced, be-
comes constrictive. This means that, while the desire must first be
_felt in order to create the vacuum through which the .higher forces
may flow, it must then be renounced, for Renunciation opens a channel
~interiorly through which those higher forces can flow into the
created vacuum. If this renunciation does not take place, the
constrictive force of the strong desire will continue to hold the
closed vacuum and that which he so deeply longs for cannot get
through the very center he has created for its functioning.

3% Still further back of the first bit of Divine Light that becomes
expressed as a longing to help, will be found that great and terrible
pain which a true Neophyte must gain the power to bear,--the pain
that comes from seeing others suffer. The next step that he must
take will give him the power to see more clearly WHY this pain must
be; that it is the only way by which many of his brethren can be
awakened to the Light, and that it is also Karmic--pain they have
caused others to suffer and therefore must themselves endure. Just
as a mother must often stand courageously by and see her little ones
suffer burnt hands, falls, ete¢,, in order that they may learn to
recognize the Law, just so the awakened Neophyte must gain the courage
to see those other parts of himself walk in deep suffering, when he
could so easily keep it from them, in order that they may learn a
hidden Law or. a much needed lesson. Pain is-an angel in disguise.

4. The Law of Duality which lies behind the manifested universe is
the cause of that deep loneliness. The Soul that is approaching the
Plane of Conscious Unity with all that is, must necessarily first
experience the utter loneliness of complete separation from all that
is., Just as the pendulum swings necessarily as far to the right as
it does to the left, just so his consciousness can only touch heights
corresponding to the depths it hag penetrated,

5. VWhen he has endured to the last the utter loneliness of a Soul
apart, then suddenly he becomes aware of the fact that he has neyer
for one moment been alone; it has only SEEMED to be so, and then
conscious at-one-ment is his. \ )

P
6. The steps of Life are strewn with ‘orushed and broken hearts
because many who start upon the Path towards Mastery fail to gain
the power to hear the Voice of their Soul when physical endurance
ceases. Then the hold on physical life is lost and the soul passes
out feeling crushed and broken and utterly alone,



° o -2- (Patient W\a"ting)

7. The stars correspond to that Divine Part of our individual selves
that stands apart and guides the Soul towards its destiny. The stars,
in fact, are the Souls of the humanities of all ages, planets and
cycles; Centers of Radiant Light in Cosmic Space, they steadily draw
upward and onward from darkness to Light, from matter to Spirit,

from man to God,

8. The Soul is "the ever-living mirror of the mind of God,-the
feminine aspect of Infinity" (T.7.Book 2). On its pure surface is
reflected and indelibly impressed every thought, not only of the
Cosmic Man, but on each individual Soul, every thought, act and
imagined picture the personal self has ever experienced. It is the
indestructible part of us, and through it we are, by will and inten-
tion, creating our individual Cosmos. For each one of us is a
‘reator, and it is the Soul, tha%t mirror-like substance, starry and
pure and eternal, that molds, retains and reflects all that we are,
ever have been and ever will be, It contains the records of all our
lives, our defeats, our successes, and becomes that which we choose
to make it, _

9. There is but One Life, reflected through One Substance, One Force,
One Consciousness. This One Life is manifested in many forms of life,
each form symbolizing an .aspect of the One, just as one facef of the
diamond symbolizes one aspect, or reflects one color of the One 1
diamond. That One Life is expressed first in three aspects, called
Consciousness, Matter and Force, or Father, liother and Son, or
Electric, IMagnetic and Cohesive, or Positive, Negative and Neutral,
Every existing form reflects a state or aspect of the One Conscious-
ness united to Matter through Force. These three aspects are always
seen as One and are One. Xach separated Form reflects its particular
aspect of the One Consciousness and because of its Oneness with the
All, it can also attain and reflect the Consciousness of the All;

Just as the tiny atoms of our physical bodies have each a consciousness
of their own, and yet, as an One, make up the consciousness of the
personality, so each person is an atom in the body of God, the Grand
Man of the Universe, and Its Consciousness is made up of the conscious-
nesses 0of all the atoms composing Its Body. From atom to God, in
unbroken series, Liatter, Force and Consciousness, as One, in every
form that is, ascend from depths %to heights, from limitation to limit-
lessness, from separation to Unity. In the last analysis there is
nothing in existence except conscious forms of Divinity, Atoms in the
Grand Man, Centers of Consciousness in the One Great Center wherein
all that ever was, is, or ever shall be, IS to Eternity. Separate yet
United, Individualized yet All, Many ¥et One, with only the Conscious-
ness of the All to be attained, we are One with the Father,--"I in

the and thou in me" to BEternity. ~— ' '

18. The physical plane is the Seed ground, as it were, of Heaven. An
Idea planted in the mental body either germinates or dies. liany of
our ideas die,; those that germinate begin to grow into expression in
our -outer lives. Through expression and experience, these same ideas
grow into states of consciousness. Since the physical plane is one of
BECOMING, and the Spiritual Plane one of BEING, only that which has
been unfolded in our consciousness through experience and attainment
can be manifested in and to us on the Plane of Pure Being. We incar-
nate again and again in gross matter in order to complete within our
Microcosmical self all the aspects and states of consciousness reflect-
ed in the lacrocosmical Self. Only when this attainment is made can
we become one with the Whole, Every Earth life is an opportunity
frought with unlimited possibilities. :
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QUESTIONS TO BE.ANSWERED BY OPEN COURT STUDENTS
| TEMPLE TEACHINGS - BOOK ONE
XVIII
THE CENTER OF BEING
What is your understanding of the term; "The Center of Being"?
Give a geometrical form which will illustrate the idea that frﬁm
any point of the universe we are equally near the Center of

"Be-ness", or Being.

What is it that determines whether the position of any attribute
or quality is "high or low"? Why?

In what way is the Great Reallty in every thing or person?

What ié the Cause behind all difference of opinion?

How can one "hold the vital centers of his being weil in hand"?
Define the term "Conscience'. |

What do you understand by, "The Door in the Human Heart" and
"Temple Gates"?

How do we knock at that "“"Door"?

Do you know why thls part of the Lord's Prayer "Give us THIS
day our daily bread"; is so important?

Why is intense hurger for growth destructive?
What is the Great Master Force?
How does that Master Force work to place us so that the Pure

White Light may shine directly into nur hearts and
illuminate our lives?

What Force works againét the Master Force?
How does it work?

What is true meditation or prayer?



SUGGESTED ANSWERS FOR THE STUDENT 'S CONSIDERATION
CHAPTER XVIII
THE CENTER OF BEING
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1. That there is w1thin every manifested atom a Center of Belng which
nas the power to reflect, to reveal, to become One with all that is or
vas or ever shall be, because it 18’ a "spark" of the Absolute, a Son of
jod, a Cosmos in mlnxature permeated with the potentiality of both the
nanlfested and the unmanlfested Cosmos, is a revelation that comes in
no uncertain terms to the student at some point in his evolution,

He finds also that in him lies a hitherto hidden line of correlatior
over which his consciousness may travel, as it were, REACH INTO that.
Center of Being wherein all that is, or was, or ever will be lies in a
potential consciousness which reflects to 1tse1f all that it will, in ~
some Day of Time, bring into outer form. And in making that correla-
tlon, he gains the power to pass over this line at will, thus becoming,
in a very limited degree, conscious,in both his personall ty and his
1nd1v1dua11ty, of his Divine Higher Self and Its Unity with the Great
All; conscious of the fact.that this neucleus of Divinity, in its Esse,
contains the whole of the Absolute, and thus in some Day of Time, will
in its turn become a perfect Reflection of Its Source. He finds that
within this Divine Center of himself is a point of contact through which
he can pass, by use of his imaging power, into a state of conscious
uniity with any other given center of conSczousness If he be governed
selflessly by the Law of Use this new found power will steadlly unfold
its Divine potentlalltles ,

2. We use the discus as an illustration because from its
central point, which, let us say, may represent the Center
of Being, to the Rim, which may represent the manifested
Cosmos, the Liines of correldtion, representing the connect-
ing llnk the Bridge, are of equal length from the Center,

and there are as many points in the apparently small center as there-

are on the Rim. Those points on the Rim may represent personalities,
the dot in the Center, the Absolute, and the Lines, the Individual Ray,
or the Soul. These personalities are but aspects of the Absolute,
minute reflections of the Whole, and the nearer their cénsciousness
approaches the Center, the greater their realization of their Unity
with All that Is and their power to reflect that unity on the planes

,of*leferentlatlon.

3. The Law of Use determines whether an attribute is high or 1low,
good or evil, etc. This is because the attribute itself is Neutral
and neither high nor low, good nor evil attaches to it, but the mom-
ent its substance is used by a conscious entity, the motlve governing
its use gives the hitherto néeutral attribute a positive aspect for
good or evil, according to the Motive that ruled the User. Hence our
responsibility for the substances we use on the various planes of

our being.

4., As the morning sun may be reflected in the tiny drop of dew, so
the Great Reality is reflected in every thing or person, but in a more
vital way, for the Center of ‘that thing or person, contains the very

essenoe of that Reality..



-2- (Center of Beirg)

5. The cause behind all difference of opinion lies in the tendency of .
the personal. aspect to see only some one aspect, or shade of an aspect

. of the whole matter under discussion, This is an inherent tendency and
~ as the personal self attains greater and greater unity within itself,

it also gains the power to look at any aspect of the Truth, or of the
Whole, and find its true relationship, for it becomes open to all
expressions of the Divine Being, and can therefore touch with under-
standing love any aspect of Truth that may be reflected to it.

6. The vital centers of our beirig are the Chakras. - (Those students
who have not been instructed upon this subject will find it explained
in the Second Book of Temple Teachings )As our understanding unfolds,
we find within ourselves the power to attract and use the high spirit--
ual forces seeking an avenue of expression. These forces must pass
through those vital centers, and théy-can be wasted by us or taken
from us without our consent or knowledge by others, both consciously
and unconsciously. One on theBlack Path can draw the vital forces of
another at will unless that other knows how to protect himself., To
use the Imaging Power and surround oneself with the Golden Light is
one way; to close the Auric Sphere is another way. This may be done
by an interior act of will in 2 manner analogous to the folding of a
fan, or the folding of the wings of a bird, It must come to the con-
sciousness from within. Another way in which the currents can be
protected is to cross the feet, say left over right, and the hands,
right over left,--always in an opposite manner,--and this closes the
currents passing through the aAura. One can also give of their higher
forces at will, by touching another with the hand and letting Will
and Love direct the helpful force.

7. Conscience is that reflection within us which is a true expression
of our moral evolution. It is heard by each soul speaking its words

of warning, or of wisdom, whenever a crisis is before us. Since it
cannot be greater than the moral evolution of the Soul's attainment,

it can only point the next step. What would seem right, and be right,
for a soul in one state of evolution, would not be right for a soul in
a higher state of evolution. What would be overlooked in a child would
be a serious wrong in a man., We, occultly, are only responsible for
that which is a part of our consciousness. :

8.._"The.Door_in _the Human Heart" is LOVE; that Love which is child-
like in its purity and faith; that Love which sees the Divinity in
each form of life, trusts it and helps it onward. The "Temple Gates"
symbolize the Dual Forces of the Universe, the positive and negative
aspects of the Life Forces, . The Unifying Power of Love opens these
gates, or, in other words, unites these Forces into a One, and the
Neophyte rises into a New Octave of Life,

9. Through Aspiration, Meditation and Service.

10. Just as the body must be fed daily, so must the Soul be fed daily,
and it is fed through prayer. This particular sentence of the Lord's
Prayer is a petition for Soul foed, and it is always answered when omne
asks in the right spirit,--that of pure Love. .
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11. Because intense hunger generates a Fire that sends blasts of des-
tructive heat over .the Soul, thus destroying the spiritual substance
required for growth, A more poised, non-attached desire would bring
chat spiritual substance into form.

12. The Great Master Force is the Christ Force, the Son of God buried
in every living form, awaiting only the touch of Selfless Love to
radiate forth its Divine Light and Power. -

13. It works through thevpoﬁer of attraction, and as we make manifest
in our hearts the qualjties of the Christos, so do we create a center
which can respond to the Force of Attraction radiated by the Christos.

14. The Force of Repulsion works against the Master Force and is set
in motion by every unkind THOUGHT, WORD or DEED we manifest or permit
to find lodgment in our hearts and minds and lives. As long as we
can condemn or criticise unkindly any of God's Creations,we cannot
come into the sphere of the attractive Force radiated by the Christos.

15. The Force of Repulsion drives the soul away from the Christos
Center, even as a raging fire drives all before it, This is because
""like attracts like" and the soul manifesting the repulsive force is
repelled by the pure fire of the Christ, even as the physical body
would be repelled by a raging fire. § C

16. It is not the repetition of words, or the saying over of something-
another has written, but a deep, heartfelt aspiration to know, to love,
to obey God; an outpouring of the very soul in love and gratitude to
the Creator. This is true prayer and always the response comes,
"usually not in a form you are expeoting, but in a form you truly need,
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QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED BY OPEN COURT STUDENTS
' TEMPLE TEACHINGS - BOOK ONE |
CHAPTER XIX o
THE CREATION OF A UNIVERSE
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What ié your gonception of "Time"?

What is,&ou} conception of ﬁSpace"?

What do you understand by the ierm "Universal Soul"?
Define "Motion",.

~

Use the "Triple Key" and write in your own words your. concep-
tion of Creation. (Refer to the lesson on the "Triple Key™".)

4

Name the first born Son. What was his offering to the
manifested Universe?

Name the "Fitrst Square":
What is the function of Desire?
What are the first Seven Androgyne Entities called?

What is the hidden reality of Creation? Of Life? OQf Death?



SUGGESTED ANSWERS FOR THE STUDENT'S CONSIDERATION
" CHAPTER XIX
' THE CREATION OF A UNIVERSE

1. TIME is a state of consciousness marking off a succession of events
on the Planes of ‘Appearance, - the physical planes. - When the Con-
Sciousness of Time as past, present and futuve, ceases, it opens to
that of the Fourth Dimension of Space, or to the consciousness of NOW,
In this State, or Plane, the consciousness of a thought or a wish is
simultaneous with experiencing the thing wished for, or the person or
event thought, 1In other words, Time merely marks off events on the
plane of three-dimensional consciousness, whereas on the Fouxth
Dimensional plane it becomes the CONTAINER of  the event, the Initiator
of the consciousness into the fact of the NOW, for to THINK about any-
thing is to BE at once with the thing thought about. We might, there-
fore, say that Time is a Robe worn by the consciousness of the self un-
til it attains Initiation into the Realm of Reality, the Great NOW.

2. ©SPACE is the Substance-matter of Infinity, the substance-base from
and in which all gradations of Matter, Force and Consciousness APPEAR.
It limits, yet is limitless; is a void, yet is filled; is nothing, yet
contains everything; is dimensionless, yet is all dimension; in other
words, it is the substance-matter within which &ll appearance manifests,
the Womb of the Great Mother.

3. UNIVERSAL SOUL is the "Ever-~living mirror of the Mind of God", It
is also the "Neutral Center", that meeting point between Spirit and
Matter, ,or between God, the Pather, and Humanity, the Son. On its pure
surface is indelibly recorded every thought and act of the entire
series of our incarnated lives. It forever holds in Imaged Form every
expression to which we have given utterance, every picture we have
mentally created, every thought we have congciously entertained, as
well as every act. 1Is it any wonder, then, that we find life difficul
and the power to purify our desires, our thoughts, even our acts,
limited and wavering? For ages past we have imprinted images of foule.
ness, unkindness, selfishness and ignorance upon this eternal record,
and we must therefore FIGHT for the power to balance them with images
that are beautiful, pure, selfless and true e'er we can hope to rise
in the scale of life and attain the use of our inner senses. '

4. MOTION is Fohat, or the FORCE aspect of the Deity. It is the
transitional factor by which one state of 1life or consciousness is
changed, or transmuted, into another. When the Power of Motion is
understood, we will be able conscioudly to create on any plane of
existence, for through FORCE in its aspect of RYTHM, spirit is sol-
idified into matter, or matter is transformed into Spirit. We are
told that the stars and planets swing in space to the waltz rythm,
the three~four rythm. Three is the number of the Trinity, and Four
the number of the manifested Cesmos, This three-four motion, there-
fore, may be the rythm by which the Cosmos coheres, -

5. That which is called the Unmanifested God is but the Silence, the -
Interval.of Rest which ensues when the Creative Rythm has passed from
expression and fulfillment to Rest. Light (Consciousness) the Great
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Father, Darkness (Matter), the Great Mother, Motion or Rythm (Force),
the Son, age again ONE. But the very character of Motion, or Rythm,
nredlcates *the length, or time, of the Rest. As the Moment of Rest
draws to its close, a Ray of Light separates itself, becomes an unit,
and penetrates the Darkness with rythmic sweep. The Darkness expands
and from its folds issues a form of Radiant Light. The Unmanifest has
become Manifest, Pralaya passes into Manvantara, Unity into Separate-~
" ness. Again and yet again the Darkness expands and expands until the-
whole Created Cosmos, filled with the Radiance of the Flrst Sacriflce
swings rythmicly Wlthln the Robes of the Three

P? Lucifier, the First«born Son, carrying the Torch of Light, fed from
His Inmost Substance, sped outward filling all Space with the Radiance

of ﬁis Sacrifice, existing no longer as Motion, but only as Manifested

Lig .

7. Light, Potency, Wisdom, Will.

8. :Desire‘ moves to action the Germ of the thing desired.
9. Form, Number, Harmony, Truth Justice Strength, Power,

10. This quesﬁlon is designed to 1nduce the student to think deeply,"
for the answer is attained only with Initiation. However, a few ideas
concerning the subjects mentioned may be given, but the consciousness
requisite to Understanding will come only with Initiation.

The hidden Reality of Creation lies in the Eternal Urge of the
Infinite towards the Rythmic Sweep of the Void that the Finite may be.
The Three as ONE, the Mother, darkness of Matter, the Father, Light
or Consciousness, the Son, Motion or Force, are ever united in the
Silent Hidden Reality, yet eternally separated and springing into
expression and form as the Rythmic¢ Sweep of Ceaseless Motion moves
. over the Void when the Interval -of Rest has passed.

The hidden Reality of Life lies in the Eternal Urge towards fuller
and deeper expansions of Consciousness. By the term, Life, we mean
existence in conscious expression. That URGE drives us deeper and
deeper into the Planes of Experience, for from Experience comes
Illumination, from Illumination comes Revelation, and from Revelation
comes the Return to the One, but a Return filled with the conscious-
ness of Eternal BENESS. ‘ .

The hidden Reality of Death is very beautiful. In the early
experiences of 1life and death, it is but a sinking into the arms of
the Great Mother, carrying with us the Seed of our Life's Experience
for assimilation. In the soft comfort of her Sjlent Rest we gather
strength and understanding until once again the rythmic sweep drives
us forth for further attainment. But there comes a time when the
Soul attains and the arms of the Great Mother open to let it pass
into other realms of life, life almost beyond our conception. Then
the soul passes CONSCIOUSLY from the outer plane to the inner ones.
There is NO DEATH; there is only Life everywhere, life in lovely
and appealing forms and states of consciousness to Eternity. These

tates of Consciousness are preparsd for the "Little Ones" with such
understanding love that eéverything needed for the Soul's advancement
is given. When that Great Initiation, called Death, comes to us, let
us meet it with the simple loving faith of a little child and so
pass into a greater experience than we yet have known.
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QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED BY OPEN COURT STUDENTS
TEMPLE TEACHINGS - BOOK ONE
CHAPTER XX
THE WAR OF THE ELEMENTALS

What can you say concerning the meaning, constitution and use of

Fire Elementals?
Of Air Elementals?
Of Water Elementals?
of Earth El emen.ta,ls?’
What gives the Neophyte mastery over these elementals%
How should the stﬁdent build the.power of DIRECTING the WILL?

What is your conception of the meaning of the Initiation herein
recorded? ‘

Why would the capture of the Child mean the loss of a world®?

What are the effects on the physical plane of a battle between ‘
the elemental powers? ' .

10. While the warring elementals are bringing such destruction on the

- physical plane in the "long=-looked-for battle of the ages'",
what inner event is taking place and being heralded?



SUGGESTEG ANSWERS FOR THE STUDENT'S CONSIDERATION
CHAPTER XX |

b

‘THE WAR OF ‘THE ELEMENTALS

1. The Elementals are, in one sense, the Builders of Matter. The
Fire, Air, Water and Earth elementals are the first SELF~CONSCIOUS
forms of each element created from the astral counterparts of the
substances which in manlfestatlon appear to us as Fire, Air Water
and Earth.

The Fire Elementals correspond to the sense of touch and are
fhe self-conscious forms of the Vayu Tattwa, or, as expressed in
the book "Life's Finer Forces", the "tangerlferous ether", Their
function is that of building, destroying, purifying, awakening and
regenerating the substance of their plane of 1life.

2. The Air Elementals correspond to Sound and are the self-conscious
forms of the Akasa. They are created primarily from the constituents
of the gases which form the air and it is through their. constant
efforts to combine those gases that the lower orders of creation
receive the breath of 1ife.

3. The Water Elementals correspond to the sense of Taste and are the
self-conscious forms of the Apas Tattwa, or the gustiferous ether.
Their function is that of molding, swaying, absorbing, testing and
mothering the substance of their plane of life.

4. The Earth Elementals correspond to the sense of Smell and are the
self~conscious forms of the Prithivi Tattwa. Their function is that
of resistance, solidification, holding in form the matter of their
plane of life. The various combinations which make the forms of
earth are due to their creative efforts in the astral counterparts

of the constituents- of the earth.

5. Our bodies are builded of the tattwéesubstances of these various
planes and each atom is a self-conscious elemental entity. Therefore,
until the Neophyte understands them, controls them and uses them
according to Divine Law within his own self, he ¢annot use them in the
larger way for the good of the whole, If we once recognize these
planes of conscious elemental life within ourselves, and treat them
with the same consideration, thoughtfulness and helpfulness that we
offer to human beings we will be surprised to find how quickly they
respond, Just try talking to some atom, or organ, in your own body
when it is in pain, for instance, and try to send it help through ‘
thought, or through love and understandlng, instead of ignoring it,
and note the results. We do not ignore animals when they are hurt,
nor babies when they are in pain, and if we begin to realize that
these tiny elemental lives are conscious and able to respond to
consciousness on our part, we take a big step in ‘evolution.

v,6. Concentration is the first step, for the power to direct the will
lies therein. One who cannot concentrate uninterruptedly on any given
subject, cannot hold the w111 sufficiently moveless and concentrated

to dlrect anything .
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7. It ghould be undefstbod that the Initiation herein recorded is
symbolical of certain changes and 'experiences which take place in
the nature and life of mankind as well as in individual cases. Such
an Initiation, while true on the plane in whi¢h it occurs, on this
“Plane of reflection and illusion would appear differently;.in other
words, the occurences which would be precipitated on the physical
Plane would be very different in form and appearance. All the sub-
stance-matter of the physical plane comes into form first on interior .
Planes and is then consolidated by the elemental beings which form
the constituents of each elemént. There is no dead matter - it is
all consciously alive. ' ‘ C ’

8. The Child represents the New Race of Humanity and also the Temple.

- Its capture would symbolize that the efiforts of the Great Creative
Forces, the Masters of Wisdom, to bring that Race to birth had failed.
- Since the Temple is an outer symbol of that which is to come, the
nucleus of the. New Race, it would also symbolize the same thing to

the Temple. One who has perceived the attempts of the elemental

powers to destroy the Temple nucleus by every conceivable attack,

can easily perceive the correspondences. '

9. The effects are many; earthquakes, volcanic action; showers.of
meteors, fiery phenomena in the Heavens, fires upén and in the earth,
explosions; cyclones, tidal wave$, and war, war between men and nations,
capital and labor, between the Fortes of Construcdtion and the Forces

of Destruction, : ‘ )

10. The re-appearance of the same entity as Jesus of Nazareth, the
long-looked~-for Avatar of thé .New Race. The nearer He approaches

the physical plane the fiercer becomes the battle between the Forces
of Construction and Destruction; between the Warriors of Light and
the Brothers of the Shadow. The day of separation is at hand, and
those .who follow in the Path of Light will g6 with Him into the New.
Race. The great suffering caused by these various disasters and by -
the ravages of war, awaken both the minds, hearts and even the astral -
senses of the human race, and bring about a realization of the great
necessity for prepargtion along spiritual lines, as well as a realiz-
ation of that which is to come.



