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psychologist.
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3. Implicit in this discussion is the question as to whether

psychology, 28 contracted to philosophy, carries the greater
integrative potential. I do not know a definitive answer to this
and suspect the truth to be that in certain contexts psychology
is the more integrative, while the reverse holds in other contexts.
At any rate, in my personal experience, it was philosophy which
played the more integrative reoll., In the first instance, this
aroce in the following way: In filling ocut my earlieslacademic
schedule I finally found mysel# three hours short in the non-
major subject portion. By what seemed a fortuitious accident, 4
sigred up in a coupse in psychology. The final result was a con-
centration of work in mathematics and psychology which, at that
time was of the pre-Freudian type. It was not long before I felt
the shock of the impact of two mutually opposed ways of conscious-
ness. I was involved in two ways of cognition and evaluation and
attitude that were more than passively diverse, but even actively
hostile. Naturally this resulted in a state that was less than one
of comfort. Subsequently I was led into philosophy in which I became
more and more involved until it finally became the dominant field.
In this field I found a substantial degree of reconciliation between
the mathematics and the psychology and the space for further advance.
Now there are abundant historic re:sons why it should have been
philosophy which played this reconciling roll. First, 1n the large
philosophy
gense, embraces all sclence, as in the case of Pythagoroua Sclence

in the narrow sense in which it may be differentiated from philosophy



also in the larrow sense, really branches off from philosophy

Just as soon as philosophy begine to get a definitive answer to one
of 1ts problems such that there is considerable general agreement,
while philosophy retains for its province the tougher problems.
wgstern experimental psychology in a sense branched off from
physics in the work of that mystic and physicist Gustav Theodore
Fechner, and thus was something like a grandchild of philosophy.,
Also, since then, Psy, and Phil. have often been combined in the
same academic department. On the other hand, the first development
of modern phil, was the result of a marriage between phil, and
math, in the hands of Descartes, Spinoza and Leibnitz, not to mention
the 1nitial common root in Pythagoras: Today, psy. seems to be
trying to establish a declaration of independence from its grande
mother with, what I consider, questiona!l§ success. At any rate,
this much has happened: phil, has had to cencern itself with much
peychological criticism which has been brought to bear upon itself,
particularly on the level of fundamental assumption, motivation,
ete,, aﬁd has had to modify formulation accordingly, while psy.

had had to face epkstemologlcal criticiem from the side of phil,
which it dare not disregard, for every psy. implies a phil,. whether
rendered explicit or not., Thus, for example, in the conference

~of last VWednesday, your psychological precentation quite clearly
involved a theory of epistemology, of loglc, of value, of ethics
and of metaphysics that are guite clearly divergent from other ‘
extant theoretical presentments and preé@t problems for phllosophical
criticism,

4, Re Eseudonodgl formations., I readily accept the thesis of thﬂ”c/

Iqeler J i
of the pseudapoda%Aorcconceptual formations, tut only as a general

1mplication' of the more general thesis of the pseudopodal character



of 21l formations., On the other Yand, 1 definitely reject the
generél thekiks that concépﬁs, of necessity, are highly transitory
or should be highly transitory, as compared with non-conceptual
formations, Perhaps we might liken the durability of conceptual
formations to the half cycles of radio-active substances, of which,
some have a half cycle of a t1n§ fraction of a second while others
have progrescively longer cycles until we reach uranium with-a |
half cycle of two billlion years. Granted that from the Hollistlc
standpoint the difference between the most mffmmmrak evaneacent“?f“
concept and the two billion year concept 1s of no significance,
yet,from the relative standpoint, the latter has thé value of
virtual stability, and could well justify the labor of several
incarnations for its establishment, <Ferhaps no crisis is more
grave than that which presents itself when the passing of the
two dillion yearg¢ concepts must be racedkfor here we face the
hazard of falling from cosmic security into the abyss of chaos,
absolute : o
although the security of the Transcendental is the reward of a
successful 1ssue, a | o
all
But are conceptual formations necessarily more transitory
than all other, or some other, formations? That some.conceptual
formations arse more transitory than séme.npn-concpetugl formations
is not in question at all. The potential of conceptual power 1s
measured ¥x nore nesxrly by the conceptions of greatest dﬁribﬁllty,_
and no depreclation of this power ia‘lngolved, in principle, simply
because most concpetions produced alpnguthg way are, for the most
part, largely transitory. A tractor which can drag an elephant is
not to be correctly evaluated by its achievement when it 1s only

R
draging a fly. Now, if we were to test the durability potential

of a conception relative to non-conceptual formations it would

'y



seem that the supremeyf test wo:ld be ite capacity to withstand the
final @lissolution of the stellar Coemos. Clearly, to do this by
means of an empiric test in time 48, for us, impossible, Bu; another
means of effecting the test exists, By the appropriate type of
"Reallzation, Consciousness can transcend the Cosmos, and do this
1nstah£aneously. By this means, Time 18 out-reached, thereby
’telescoping the cycle from biﬁth to dissolution of the Cosmos in

one instant; Jf conceptual bower can persist beyond this dissolution,
even though persisting to a minofr depth beyond, then we have proven
that 1t is possible for, at least, some concpption to ocutlast the
universe. Ior the existence of concpptual power implies the
existence of kkiw at least this one conception, that "conceptual
pover exists." My own Realization conrirms;th}s, fop,.beﬁsnd_

thé dissolution of the Cosmos and the silencing 6f.arfection and
conation, conceptual power, fully conscious of its presence and
identity, peréisted,yet avhile, until i1t too began to dissolve.
Beyond that the Eternal Silence. - |

The only effort here is to prove the euperior“durability

. of conceptual formation as, in principle, possible as contrasted
'to all non-conceptual formations, There is no assertion nrade
~ that all Realizations must find this so, but simply that there
.is a form of Realization, or some forms of Realization, such that
this is found to be true, and thué the thecretically completed
Holistic philosophy must take this possiblility into account.
lThe practical implication is that dlesparagement of conceptual
power and conceptual formation, relative to other powers known

to us and the various non-conceptual formations, also known to us,

1s justiflied only in the appropéiate éontext, and not a8 , universally

valid principle,
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I am not unawars of the arguments based upon onte- and phyle-
genesis, in which it is affirmed that slnce the cortex is the latest
product of evolution, and therefore based upon a non-cortlcal
substratum, it follows that its functional product is the least
self-dependent and the least self-contained of all bio-psychological
functions, I also understand that the evidence from psychaltry
suggests that this funotion is biologlcally the most fragile, The
conclusion has been drawn that the meaningful content of conceptual
thinking, as vwell as its psycho-biologlical processes, are to be
evaluated by there seeming or real psycho-bioiogical determinants.
Hence, to attach any othér substantive value to this meaning, save
that which>1a strictly psycho-biclogical, is to be guilty of a
wholly unjustified extrapolation and to be subject to delusion,

This has been applied especially to religious experience with the
effect of radical disparagement of its meaningful value and, 1f the
eriticism were carried out consistently, would lead to an equal
disparagement of the meaningful value of all philosophical,
mathematical and scientific concepts. Criticism of this theoretical
is not difficult. We need not enter into a critlcism of the processed
employed for deterﬁgng the psycho~biological facts but, for the purposes
of the argument, may acsume those facts as valldly deiermined. Ve
grant that without a xmsrtex functioning cortex there is no conceptuldl
thought manifest in this world, But it does not therefore follow

that tpe reaningful content of conceptual thought 1is a derivative

of cortical process, or that cortical process is the material cause

6f that meaningful content. Thes functloning cortex may be interpreted
as not the cause, but mersly the occasion for the manifsstation of
meaningful conceptual thought. All that the psycho-blological

science has establiched validly is a correlation, but the sig-
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the sake of Trought? Uell-established schools of philosophy exist
whose divergance can be traced to the opposite ansvers given to this
question, Part of the problem of the Holistic integration 1is a real
integration of these opposed Bsevelopments, and this coonot be either
a subnerzence of one in the other or a mere compromise between

them, The problem is toughf, but I do not think it impossible.

6. Re the cell-apex cones., I realize that you have formulated ang

important truth that an ego-bound system reaches an apex which is

the 1imit of its potential, though I would generalize the view

to include ofher than philosophicnl systems no less than philosophical
systems. You offer as a resolution of the resulting cul-de-sac

a descent and inclusion of that which has been rejected, apparently
upon the mundane level, I see possibilities in this but have not the
clinical experlence necessary properly to evaluate it, On this point
I must defer to your greatecr experience and insight in this field.
But I see another possible way of resolution which does fall within
my experience, Suppoge an individual as reiched to the apex or near
it, thus having gone as far or nearly as far os his egolisticly
dirrected effort can carry him, and then surpose he effects a real
renunciation or surrender, thus effecting a pernanent or temporary
dissolution of the ego, then the following result is possible, at
lez2st in the cnse of the right individual, The emergonce is from

the apex into the Super-mundana, with a replacednt of the ego by

an universal Self which finds 1tself resident in all beings. This

| is a simply tremendous integration, even though there never was a
subsequent descent. If there is a subsequent descent then there is

a reas-umption of theego, and while 1t rmay be kept subordinate to
the Self, there 1s the risk of 1t§,grow1ng to titanic proportions.

In this latter case the integration 1s autonomous and instantaneocus,
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being simply ™y fusion in conscicusness with thot which hae always

been 1integral, but it is not autbmatically an Integration within

the evolution. Any addsitional effort to effect an integration

vithin the evolution, assuning that it is indeed pos:ible, would

be a matter of labor and process and might be an idezl never nore

than approxinated in any finite time, From the stindroint of the mundane
this labor and process would, no doubt, be a matter of the wxxtrus

very highest importance, but from the standpoint of the supere
mundanéjﬁould be neither an addition or subtr:uction, since no finite
change affectc the Infinite,

T. Ee the polar oricntotion and the rot:tion. I think I can see by

lHolistic loglc, if we may so call it, a considerable support for this
conception, All directed effort toward a goal being, necessarily,
in the nature of an im nascen’ dilstortion, at once produces a
conpplenentary or compensating motion, which we may call nmotion
in the opposite sonse, The algebralc sum of the two motions would
be zero,at all times, the zero haveéng the significance of

taken alone
equilibrium, Iut with respect to the conscious portion there would
seen to be a distortlion or violation of the equilibrium, since the
compensation would be in the personal unconscious. Since in the
field of the evolution, a compensation,half conscious and half

1s imperfect

unconscious, a rotation and reversal becomes necescary. There is
real theorctical beauty in this, but I am at a disadvantage when
1t comes to emp;ic verification since I lack the clynlcal experience,
and secure only a partlal verification by subjective analysis,
I can trace a téndency of this sort in a subordinate portion of
the nature, while a higher portion held its aim upon the goal

through the ebb and flow of the phases, Algo, while I think I can

find the broak in memory on the lower level that :right be *-



conformity wiuu the schema, yet, on the highor, with respect to
its interests, there secus to be an unbroken continuum of menory.
So I f£2il to get a simple and complste verification.

The following thought arises: Could it be that, in general,
the progress along one phase corresponds to the pericd of one
incarnation, while the complemental phaee tikes over in a succeeding
incarnation? Ue wculd then have an explaination of the break
in memory between incarnations and an improved understonding of
the rationaile of the process.

I do not see the ground for the statenent that there can be only
two and three-fourths rotations. Is this an induction from
expérichce, in which case there would be no assurance that it is
necegsary law, or is it based upon a principle known by insight
thus having theoretical necesvity in the mathematical sense ?

2 3/4 dose not appesir to be a particularly nystical or occult
nuaber, so I am very much intsrested in knouing how 1t is reached,
SRRV |2

The foregoing covers ny reflection to date, and I find thise
naterial interesting and all the more so for its having a
problematical character, I think you have got hold of something
pretty profound, that may wekl be the greatect advance in western

psychology to date.



