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Notes re. Einstein : .

Cosmic Religion .
"Everything that men do or think concerns the sutisfacﬁion of “the
needs they feel or the escape from pain'., p 43
Note: This co-ordinates with the first of the four noble truths of Rudd
Buddha whlch agserts thet pain is the dlstlngulshlng charccterigtic
of Semsara. " Also with -stateme nt of Tashi Lama: "All beings desire
liberation from misery". ) .-

Flrst awakenlng of religious ideas due to fear. 44°

Longing for guldance, love and succor provides stimulus for Jromth

' This God is comforterfund prqﬁectot. 46

\‘Most_religions a mixture of reli@ion of fear and of morality. 47

Nearly all the religions. of the world come into these two classes.
These twp types have in comron an mntnropomorphlchod. ig

Only few 1ndividu;ls ahd‘commuﬁitbee rise above these levels to

that of Cosmlc Rellglon. 47

Cosmlc rellglous sense does not 1nvolve anthropomorphlc 1dec of God:
Individual feeds vanlty of Human de31rev and aims. 48 a8

Also feels nobility. and marekldus ordcr revealed in nature and
thought. 48 . .
Feels 1nd1v1dual destiny as 1mprlsonment. 48

(Compare with Buddhist doctrine of- Anatman)

geeks to experierc e totallty of existence as u 1ty full of
81gn1flcunce. 48 .

Reiigious geniuses distinguished by this cosmie religious sense., 4%

Al s ’ M -

It recognizes neither dogmas nor God made in man's image., 49

,;§.‘Most importent function of art and science to keep alive the

cosmic religious sense. 50

Conflict between rellglon am science ex1sts vwith respect to“those
. religions that have @ God conceived as interfering with order of
Nature. bHo : ,

- 18, Cosmic religion has no confllct with science. 50 .

(Note: Buddhists have never felt antagonism to devclopments of

"19, science) . -

19. dosmio religious experience strongest and noblest driving fa ce

Yenind scientific research. 52.
) .

Terrific exertions and devotions of poineer gcientists tho
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turned away from immedi ate practical liffe, show presence df bosmic-
religious feeling. 52 ’

2l. Scientist has deep faith in rationality of structure & world. 52

22, Oply cosmic religious., sense gives investigators power to continue -
with efforts in face of coubtless failures and skeptical con-
temporaries. 5H3-4

25.'Only decply religibus people of this irgely materialistic age are

ecrnest men of resesrch. 54 ' ‘ e

Pacifism
1, Pacifists must. go beyond words and accom@liéh gomething vital for the
© ctuse., 57 o~ ) . : :
2. Those realiéin@ immorality of War'sbbuld disehtangle-théméelves
from ides of military duty. 58 '
- 3. Two suggestions for practicsl action:-. -
(a) Teke stand in times of peece of refusing to participate in
military service. 58-9 s < _
(b) Legislation so that war resisters shall take up slrenuous and
dangerous work for national and international service., 60

'é. Later point would prové that their‘position is not bgged upon desire
for comfort, cowardice or lack of desire to serve. 60 ‘

5., No state today would incur appreciable risk by disarming regasrdless
" of attitude of other stotes., 63 » L ST .

6, Bvidence is that 4 sarmed 6r partially armed stctes are not at diéj
advantage, 63-4 . ,
7. Pacific settlemeni of conflic%s‘and international co-operatian
of .intelle ctuals impossible until military gervice is abolished. 66

8. Of opinion all thinking men should tkae pledge not to participate
in any military activity, directly -or indirectly. 66 -

9. "Peace cannot.be kept by forcé. It can only be achieved by understund:
‘ing.“ 67 ) : = .

10 ¥o wrong in patriotism, love of cou. try or race, but this no excuse
to assail neishbors or impréss point of view by fire and sword.
. - . ! : A8
11, "I beligee with Presidcnt Wilson in gelf-determination for nations
wnd for individuals"., 68 : ‘
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.In "Living Philosphies"

1. We know not why we come to earth yvet sometimes we secm to divine
a nurpose. 3 -

2. From the stand001nt of dlaly llfe we are here for the ske of other
men, 3 :

S¢ We do not have freedom at all in philosophicaI sense, 3 .

4, We act from both external compulsion and inner necessity, 3

-~

5. Pondering 1nterm1nably over meanlng of life and reason for ones
v ‘own existence sheer folly in’ obJectlve Qense._é

6.*He finds Joy of 11v1ng in 1deals of ﬁoodnese, beauty and truth. 4

7.\mth1cs built only on goal of comfort and hanw1nees sufflclent
only for herd of cattle. 4

8., Possessions, outward success, publicity,. luxury, these have
alwgys seemed to him- contemptible, 4

9. Possionately interested in social Justice ahd Tres_onsibility,
yet personally &aloof, 4 - o o .

10, Zvery one should be respected as individual but not idolized. 5

11, Class destinctions false and rest upon foree, 5

12, Degeneracy folldvs autocratic systeﬁs of violence. B

13, Pa531onately opbosed to such reglmes as exist in Russia and
- Italy todgy. 5 - '

14, The valuable in 11fe not the nation but bhe creative and i f' »
1mpr6531onab1e personallty. 5 R . )

15. The mllltla the Vlleot offspring of the herd mind. 6

—

16, Ifan'who enjoys marking 1n.11ne and file falls below my contempi.
: 6. "~ .

17. "He recéeived his great brain by mistake - the spinal cord would
have been emply. sufficient". 6 | o

18, The mysterous the most beautlful thlng we can expeiience. 6

19.(The mysterlous the source of all true art and science, 6
e
20, "To know that what is 1mpenetrable\to us really ex1ste,
‘manifesting itself as the highest wisdom and the most radiant beauty
---=-tneés knowledge, this feeling, .is at the center of true
- religiousness" 6 ,

}21. "It ig enough for me to contemplate the mystery of conscious life

perpetuating itself through.all eternity,. to reflect upon the marvelous
gtructure of the universe which we can dimly perceive, and to try
‘humbly to comprehend even an infinitesimal part o the intelligence
mnifested in =mmk naturev, 7 )






