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extraordinary reports in view of the
many instances of fraud connected
with physical mediums, including
some of the same ones mentioned in
this book ? Was Miss Marryat so
eager to prove survival that she
overlooked obvious collusion and
muslim-bedecked mediums? Or was
Spiritualism 100 years ago truly
blessed with a galaxy of mediums
who could in fact produce physical
phenomena? With so few physical
mediums available today , I can nei-
ther accept nor completely reject her
evidence on the basis of personal
experience . All we can do is study
the fascinating evidence Miss Mar-
ryat presents and decide for our-
selves whether she has proven her
point, that there is no death.-Rob-
ert H. Ashby.

THE PHILOSOPHY OF CONSCIOUS-
NESS WITHOUT AN OBJECT by Franklin
Merrell -Wolff, Julian Press, New York,
N.Y ., 1973, 265 pages , $ 8 .50 .

This volume closely follows the
author's earlier Pathways Through
To Space, which I reviewed in the
March 1974 issue. Although Merrell-
Wolff states that it is unnecessary to
have read Pathways to understand
this present book, I strongly advise
you to be familiar with the earlier
volume before tackling the second .
Both books are relatively meaning-
less to a devotee of subject-object
science . The author asks the reader
to entertain the possibility of mysti-
cal insight and judge the philosophi-
cal consequences from that base .
Consciousness-without-an-object is

the sole reality upon which all
objects and all selves depend and
from which they derive their exis-
tence. It represents all possibilities
including phenomena, noumena, uni-
verses and states of nirvana but is
specifically identified with no one
possibility . It' might be defined as
root-consciousness that ties in with
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nd amplifies the concept of univer-
sal consciousness .

Fifty-four aphorisms with the
author's interpretation elucidate this
subject and help immensely toward
greater understanding. I found the
section on time and timelessness
particularly lucid . I am unsure of the
ultimate stature of these books but I
get the feeling of greatness . Merrell-
Wolff handles incredibly complex and
abstract subjects extremely well and
probably as simply as possible. As a
scientist-sensitive he is in a unique
position to view "both worlds ."
Personally I was able to handle

only a chapter or two at a time
without stopping for mental rest . I
read the aphorisms one at a time
and let the impact sink in before
proceeding . Slowly the veil of seman-
tic confusion lifted. No doubt I will
reread both volumes several more
times. Reading Merrell-Wolff will
prove hard work for most readers
but will be worth the time and effort .
- Paul Severson .

THE JESUS SCROLL by Donovan Joyce,
The Dial Press, New York, N.Y., 1973,
216 pages , $ 5 .95 .

Some years back James Hall Rob-
erts' novel The Q Document quite
entertainingly portrayed what could
happen if an ancient scroll were
found that might discredit the divin-
ity of Jesus . Christ. Now Donovan
Joyce presents that theme based on
the most nebulous of facts . His
main thesis - that Jesus did not die
on the cross but survived to lead a
group of rebel Jews and finally died
at Masada -is based on a chance
meeting with a mysterious "Profes-
sor Grosset" in a bar at Lod Airport .
Of course Joyce may have met a

man with a purloined scroll. But
where is the proof that "Grosset's"
scroll contained authentic informa-
tion? And even if the scroll did con-
tain anti-Jesus material, it may have
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