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wilderness plan, but
USFS officials say "
that won’t happen

By Julian Lukins
News Staff

Archeologists are cafnpaignjn g to pre-

serve a unigue mountain '“monastery”

which has been threatened with. demoli-

- known ‘as dn ‘ashram — high in ' Tut
~Creek Canyon_above Lone Pine, ‘wa

- New Age gury and his followers. Since
then, it has become a place of pilgrimage
as well as a lonely site of curiosity,"
‘tucked away in the Sierra Nevada sever- -

of trekking up to the ashram along. a
scenic trail, the U.S. Forest Seryice's riew -

ashram for possible removal. SOOI (7
i i _r.-Spe_?ASHRAM_, page 3 :
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built more. than a half-century ago by
al miles west of the Alabama Hills.. .
But, while hikers enjoy the challenge

wilderness plan has’tagged the isolat

5',[.

Continued from page 1. - p
- Some ' conservationists claim the,
ashram is out-of-setting with the;
pristine wilderness area, but others -
point out that it was built long before
regulations;

tough new wilderness.

already built a structure there?
Meanwhile, - Linda Reynolds, an’
archeologist with the Inyo National -
Forest based in Bishop, confirmed
the ashram had been included in the
Forest Service’s wilderness manage-
ment plan. She said the ashram was
put in a category of structures to bé .
removed, but added: “That is seri-
ously in error.” . e
Reynolds said she would be fight-
ing for the dshram to be protected;
adding it had been nominated for the-
National Register of Historic Places,
which would guard it against the

threat nf demnlitinn -

_ Saying ' the ashram had been
placed on the “remoyal” list without
~ any proper evaluation,; Reynolds'said_

the proposal; was currently .undéfr_:
review. “The Forest Service would

be looking at preserving thi§,”_.-_.shq :
continued. “It is a unique architectur-
al property.” o PR
‘The ashram, although now aban-
doned, still attracts many visitors.
The ashram — meaning a place of
religious retreat — was’ built by Dr
Franklin - Merrell-Wolff, a philoso-
_pher and psychologist who pondered
life’s mysteries. It attracted a_num_bc_rl
of local followers, who " some
referred to as his “disciples,”
Described as a great storyteller and
viewed by many locals as somewhat
of a~mysterious figure, Dr. Wolff
lived in the Sierra foothills  hear
Tuttle Creek Canyon for almost. 60

years.  Influenced by Hlndu,

1928:an
rignge  of
later. Living in a remote ranch house
without electricity or telephone, he
was ‘considered ‘rather strange' and
“eccentric by many of the more down-
to-earth townsfolk living in the val-
“]éy: floor. Desiring to-build his own
‘spititual - cénter in -the’ mountains,

. Wolff and his team of voluntleaers
 constructed the cross-shaped ashram

at: 8,000 feet: in . they canyon.

Constructedof stone and wood, the
unique monastery has weathered the
t:of time for the past half-century
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 cross-shaped bullding, indudes an inscribed altar and stone fireplace;

yon above Lone Pine draws many.
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‘dome-style roof, stone fireplace ana:
stone altar — on which an inserip-
tion invites pilgrims to pray.

Over time, the ashram has bzen
vandalized - by people ‘looking. for
firewood. But, even to this day, fol-
lowers of Wolff's teachings rermain

- dedicated to restoring and preserving

it, .

While followers of Wolff por-
trayed him as a compassionate, car-
ing soul who lived life to the fullest,
others felt he was “revered” Do
much, ' ' :

He died in the mid-1980s at the.
age of 97, but even in death an aira
of mystery surrounded him. He
reportedly  requested that e
“Tibetan Book of the Dead” be read

-aloud to him as he died because, he

said, he. wanted to die “fully aware”
One thing appears sure, ashram or
no ashram, the legend of Dr. Wolff
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ple, Wolﬁ' did not write 1
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