Mr. Richard R. Smith,
120 East 39th Street,
New York 16, New York

1) April 1945

Dear Mr. Smith:

The enclosed letter will speak for itself, Overseas at
the present time, and unable to trace the address of Kr. Merrell-Wolff,
I am asking if you, as his publisher, will be so good as to forward this
letter to him, '

With gratitude for your assistance, and appreciation of
the spirit shown in your preface to "Pathways Through to Space',

I am, most sincerely,

Uit liam LY. \omeo-

William W. Jone




1l April 1945

Dear Mr., Merrell-Wolff:

‘ This is to express very humbly my profound grati-
tude for your great work, "Pathways Through to Space". It is to me one of
those utterances which, every so often in the lives of men, is the exceed~-
ingly “personal® answer to the deepest of their questionings. It is the
only book I have found which not only can, but should, stand beside the
books of your intellectual brother, Ouspensky. For me, wonderful as are
upertium Orgarnum® and “A New Model of the Universem, there has always been
an element missing which I have been unable to supply for myself, and
which I have at last found, with a sense of relief-- and release-- in
your volume. But of that element perhaps I can speak later.

Aware, intensely, of your problem of wwithdrawaln,
I am nevertheless venturing to ask whether you intend in the future in
any way to teach; receiving as I do so much that is fundamental to Growth
in the message of you and Ouspensky, it would be a tremendous inspiration
if, after my return to the States, I might come in personal contact with
you, however indirectly. I realize that your relation to the world today
may be changed radically by the passage of the briefest of time-- but
even the possibility that I might be able to come within your sphere for
a short period would be of great help in planning the broader outlines
of action on dismissal from the Service.
‘ If, since the publication of "pathways Through to
Space!, you have withdrawn completely and are no longer a teacher, let me
apologize for the intrusion; but whatever your position, let me once more
express my, gratitude for your book and appreciation of the spirit that
prompted it. '

With deepest wishes for your continued Realization

I am, very sincerely,

/- .
LU ctleanr LY Nreea—
William . Jones -~

-
K
s

s/sgt William W. Jones
33529047

PID, HQ 103d Infantry Division
APO #1470, c/o Post Master,

New York, New York :
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L Your letter mas & resl :ati-faction._ It i- indeed fo intrueion to w&
" write and you need not apologise. I suppose "that all writers of books

wish to know the reader and what the book means to him. Perhaps too

. often we who have rea d books ha ve over-looked the attitude of the
- writer. - Nhturally one wishes to know what his work means to the reader -
.. and may ha ve a serious concern in the further problems which the
1.reader may raise.l I weloomo all reuponse, favorable or adverse. -

It ia a deep satilfaction to me that tho boo& has served you. It ‘was s
written with the hope that it might serve. ~COertain meanings, posﬁbilittsl_ﬁ

and requirements of the ¥ay that I found ‘distinotly important I did not

" find noted in any literature. Luch of my aim was to £ill thie gap as fr -
. as lay in my power. The Oriontal leaves much unsaid whioh is imporia nt N
g:to us of the ﬂ est.v R . i

o Grcatly would I approciato 1t if you would lpeuk ot that elemont you o Y
.77 found in "P athwaye® which you had not found elseshere nor had been
. ablo to supply youraolf. Knowing this mny be quito valuablo to m..

R | had not thought of a similarity to Ouspen-ky, though on rerlaotion .',j,
© I think I ses what you mean. The mathematical interest is in common-
and.he aimed at & logic of intuition in his " Tertium Orgamum®. Actualy

1 have devoted a great deal of thought to the structure of the Third -
. Punotion, though little of this appears in the " P athways®, I have a =
“ . mach larger manuscript in which I have seriously worked upon thie proble . -
" though I call the function "Introception® to differentiate it from the -
... lower forms of intuition. You impress me with your own intuition in
‘;'“fhaving, apparently, caught thit from the brief referenses in “Pathuays'

lhile Iam not as muoh on the platform as’ formorly, ‘none the less I

j‘jdo odcasionally give clesses in association with Mrs. MorrollaWblff.:.,
.:_Wo are not inaccenaiblo to thoae who are interested. T

o Youru very lincerely, -

' '1, Frangi1@ MefrellJWSlff; ?. '

. Lone P ine; Oalf =




26 June 1945 -

"Dear Mr. Merrill Wolff

Concernlng the. element your "Pathways"
supplied as has no other source. The personal ‘problem you are
helping to solve is also a major culture-problem of our age and
people. In my case—- and in the case of many others, I am con-

vinced-- there is a barrier which is perhaps even more difficult
to surmount, initially, than is- either egoism, somnambulistic '
cons01ousness, sensual- desire, or false predication. 1t would
~require a rather long exposition to trace all the roots of this

difficulty-~ they are many and various, and it is not necessary.

" to mention them here; I would simply state that .l am not 1gnorant

" of the complexity of the 1nhib1ting trouble, especiall{ in the
“Western temperament. Much of it is in the form of feeble excuses .
- whined out by the lower self to the higher sSelf; but there is,
among the welter. ‘of motives, also a sincere objection, which 1t
have faced for years, and which is a much greater barrier of
others of my immediate acquaintance.

S 1here ig in “the Western temperament a tre—
o mendous unwillingness to set out on the Path if such a’step means’
- & Retreat from Society-~ call it ‘whatelse.one will, Duty; Service;

'f'Reality, in the more commonly accepted sense of the word. An un-

-willingness, in essense, to:achieve ones own. Greater Life~- win to
Rﬁcognition—— at.the price of failing to help others, to the maxi-

© 7 mum, gain their ultimately less Real Fnds.

: For it would certainly seenm that initially,

at least ‘some’ degree of Retreat is necessary: other Conditions

must absolutely be set up-- conditions which would draw one away -
. from the pecdple ‘whom ‘he would help. One problem,. with many- questions..
" . "More and more. the Desire to serve, in the deepest sense. At the

- same time,. a never-resting Desire to-win to the. Recognition, whatever

the conditions’ necessary. The. two Desires would seem irreconcilable,
for the Way is a very definite out-from-the-masses-1living. Is with-
“'drawal, even for a time, playing traitor to-the People. for is not
-daily Uemonstration the %ay of Vays? Above all, is there assurance

.- . That Recoanition will brings with It a Service-Power which will justify

the retreat?".The problem, I knew, ‘was not as simple as it. geemed on

-the surface: I sensed a Mystery dwelling behind this, as behind all,

~ the great problems. And, while intellectually the words of your ,
chapter "The . Relation of Karma to Rgcognition” are as difficult to

';_ the Reason as have been those of .any answer, intuitively I see through

 your: exposition what it can all mean, and there is now'a stabiliza-
tion of intention as there has never been before. I shall give back
-~ to_you in your own words what is giving me more and rore integration:
t‘no one has expressed this particular Mystery quite as intellisibly

"Now when a man enters Nirvana, .He closes His
‘ karmic accounts, as it were, not.by becoming inaccess1ble to his.
~ ‘creditors, but, on the contrary, by paying all His debts in another
and immeasurably better coin. It is as”though a man had contracted
- “'debts in terms of the various base metals and then finally paid those -
,tdebts in an equal or. greater weight of pure gold Thus none of the



}creditors are cheated, but quite otherwise they are enriched as
“never before, The method involved in this process is, in one sense,
simple, yet at the same time quite mysterlous.-When, through Recogni-
tion, a Man pierces into the Nirvanic Level, he becomes consciously
One with an Infinite Sea of Consciousness and Fnergy. From this in- _
exhaustible supply, at once and automatically, He pours forth values -
to .all those with whom He has karmic. obligations, and this act leads.
all- such forward, in some. degree, toward their own Kecognition.: There
is no debt that such a service would not repay abundantly. Thus no
. Man enters Nirvana without in some measure blessing the world in that_
very achlevement "

: ‘ Until the time when I shall myself be able to :
put into words somethlng of the great meaningfulness which you have
supgested 80 powerfully,_-‘- , S , o

I am, with gratitude,:

* ///W¢/” ‘ ."A)n"“/ .
 William W. Joneg /. .

S/Sgt William V.  Jones, 33529047,
PID, HQ 103d Infantry Division, -
APO 470, Post Mgster, New York, NY



dan Fernondo, Calif,,
July 14, 1945,

Dear Sergeant Jones:

Thank you for your letter, You have brcught
out a problem worthy of serlious consideration, But while certain
factors which you have empbasized do havse the chizracter of a
barrier, part of whut you say does not constitute a barrier at all,
I ehall spesk first of thies,

If a mpan refrained from satlsfying a desire to entsr retreat
for the purpoge of striving for Recognitlon becsuse he felt that
by so doing he would be deserting othersg who hiad a real rnesd of
his gervices, then, far frow having delsyed hile spiritual progress
he would have materially advanced lt, <Such a stop would constitute
substantlal progress in the overcoming of egolasm, In fact the
Pllgrinc in pluwost certair. to be faced by u« test of thia sort and
1n choosing the course whilch secms {0 him the renunclation of his
own attaliment wouvld win the {eal and greatly hasten the day of
the real Attalrnment,, You may remember that in the Hindu law
the asplirant 1s forbidden to leave the dutlies of the householder
until they have bosn comnpleted, Then he ls free to enter retreat,
Further, according to the Zutras, Buddha said that the householder
in the faithful performance of his dutles was involved in no
disablilitien. The disclipline is different, but the porsibility
18 just as greal, as In tha case of the ascetic, Naturally, there
18 an exception in the case of those who frox birth are dedicated
to the Reallzatlion, but these are an exceptlion to the general rule,

But the deolre for soclal relations is by no means necessarily
an expression of self-sacrifice for the purpose of service, Here
we nust take into conglderation differences due {to individual
paychology. The extraverited type, unlike the introvert, gains
enhancement of his individual life by multiplicity of contacts.
Igolation is for him a deprivation, He 1s nurished by his redition
to the oblect ~ especlally the huaman object. In his case, soclal-
nindedness ls certainly not unmixed with self-interest, though
hls motlvatlon may not be clear to him., He may even credit hin-~
pelf with altruletic intent, vhen actually he Lls making a
nuisance of himeelf in interfering in the lives of others, This
is the great sin of the collectivist - the unwillingness to let
the other be himself, e is often like the hen who objects
strenously when her duck chicks enter the water and like 1it,

Not all birds like what chickens like, and this the temperfental
collectivist is apt to forgzelt when he seeks to lumposse upod others
that vhich he likes, for their own good, -when all the while those
others do not 1like it at all, and may be even injured by 1lt. We
Occldentals need very much to learn that one of the highest
services consista in permitting the other fellow to be himself,

Now, if the rezxson an individual refuses the search for
Renllizatlion is of the order oultined in the last paragraph,
then such social-mindedness is a barrier. I, too, think that
thig is an lmportant barrier in the case of the Westerner. It
is simply a phase of the attachment to the object and involves



a phase of egolianm,

We have our personal dutics which he have no right 4o neglect
aven for the seeking of Realizatlon. But supposing these duties
have toen met, and,suppose further, the individual ip actuated
by the motivatlion of sack'the highest general human good, what
is the courae for hinm to fike which would serve this end most
effectively? The anewsr variec in individual casecsg, but 1f the
given Indlvidual is one who has reached the stage vherein he is
k~rmlcly ready for the Rebirth, then for him, i1t would appear,
that preparatlion for spiritual service is the highest auty,

Sirply by attalning hls own Realization he brings spiritual

Light into his own @illeu and may Turther functlon by facilitating
thae Renlizatlon of others., Thie 1s the hlghes: possible sgervice.
But one cammol lexd others who has not hirself bzen over the Trall.
Hence, mauotering the vway 1s his firat task, just a8 ons who would
serve az a physiclan ruat first caster the knowledge and ekill of
& conpetent physlclan. Thus, the period of life in retreat would
correspend to the physicisan's period of training. A blirnd man

le not a good leader ¢f the blind, but if such a nan zains his
slght then he hae acquired the primery equipment for a leader,

Now, thore is an-ther consideration whichk I have not found
glven axplicit recognition in literature, though it 1s implied.
The servic: of the human qua hunan is not the only kind of service.
In his total nature, man 18 a @od as well as a human being. And
that god in man nee s what the human has to offfor zs truly as
the later is in nesd of ths spiritual Light c¢f the @ed, MNow
vhile we camnot say that the god gufferds in the huran sense of
suffering as the hunan noglesently fritterz away its life, yot
that dlvine elde of tho telng 1a frustruted and sufferes in Its
vay, We have & duly to the God a3z well as to the human side of
the nan, and, for ny psart, I viaw this as the higher duty, = The
suffering of the God 1s vicaricus while that of the human is
riechly desorved. Which, therefore, makes ths graster demand
upon one's compassion? The Roalization implies union with ths
God and corpletes the God as will as tha human side of the man,
To seek tho Reallzation because of love of the God is as +truly
unselfish as to desire the good the the human qua huran, This
ls a truth forgotten in the West, especially in our dsy,

I hope that what I have sald will be of help to vou, Do not
hegltate to wrlite further, Af you fe2l so inclined, for anything
which helps to render the Way olearer in general sdrves ny purposes,

Yours§%ery sincerely,

]

Bor 628 Franklin ¥errell-Wolf?f



R M, Trreece s ’7&99% 1745
%%.W—W&%"MW%M
WM%T%(M} 0(-%&7% fgvm,g,,(“)j,

| .
W/&//&e m,w{LM—-W—- W‘CJ??—-



apprtiahsi ot gk sidlits s g Corikiiened
A le

le

~

L llininy w}ﬂuﬂ_



