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ATIRMAIL

Dr. Franklin Merrell-Volff,
800 -~ 8%th Street,
San Fernando, California.

Dear Dr. Merrell-Wolff:

Your book, "Pathways Through To Space", has been
read with interest amounting to enthusiasm by our members.
Dr. Frederick Kettner, founder of the Biosophical Institute,
has also been profoundly impressed.

In your work we perceive & long-awaited synthesis
of Bastern and Western thought. When your realizations
become the possession of many, a radical transformation of
the world, we sinocerely believe, will assuredly take place.

It would be a privilege for us to share our thoughts
with you. Our emphasis is pluced upon the group - the
expression of spiritual ideals in terms of action, and
the development of group consoiousness to supersede personality
consciousness. '

Descriptive literature has heen enclosed. We should
like to know what you think, and if possible, cooperate with
you in the great work which is, as far as we understand it, our
mutual concern.

With cordial good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

(?P o con “U\ck@"‘-\ :

Francis Merchant

P.S. We responded with especial interest %o your

poems. There are similarities, we believe, between yoﬁr poetry and

that of Dr. Frederick Kettner. Consequently, We are sendi

wnder separate cover, a copy of his book ¢ poems, BACK TO
Chicago Office: 624 So. Michigan Boulevard, Chicago 11, Ill. Tel. Harrison 411

i Wamress
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San Fernando, Calif.,
Sept. 7, 1944,

Hr, Francis lierchhnt,
1977 Droadway,
New York 23, '1.Y,.

Deaxr r. !Merchhnt:

It is with very real pleacure that we received
and read ycur letter, together with the enclosed literature
and tme book of poozs, "Back to the Nameless One”". Ve have
read the general literature and the poenso with care and are
dolighted, firet and forerost, to become acquainted, thrcugh
tho vritten vord, with one who reoveals the indublitable ear-
narks of lllumined Consecilcusness and, gecond, to know of a group
offort nresumptively oriented to the same conscicusness, and
certainly stitving toward an inerease of spirituality in a very
drk world.

- First, I should like to speak of the poens. The Awakened
yotical Sonce naturally tends to postical expresslion and thio
secrs to be So in large mensure éven when the Avakened
individual is rore a philosopher than a poet, and, on the wvhole,
I think the poetry reveals the inner deepo of the man better
than his more discursive doctrines. Ve have read "Back to the
Nameless One" primarily in order to see the man who wrote. the
poens, I Recognize him as One who has Awvakened. The signs are
clear for one who knows huw to read. I cupposed that the poens
would be obocure to the culte unawvakened conscicusness but to one
vho has sore accuaintance with the Way they are exceptionally clear.
I was particularly lrpressed with the implications of the
following versco:

"To plunge ono's self into the eternal Ocean >
"Brings wordless rapturc.

"To owin and to dive thorein

"Inspires to deeper rejoicing.”

This implies a good deal rore than nystical self-abandonment

in "God~-intoxicaticn”. One cannot "swim" and "dive" or, in
other vords, remaln gself-detcrmined within the Ocean of
Formlegs Consecirusness without having acieved individual
integraticn as well as rystical realizaticn. The oponing of
the myotlcal door by no me-ns necessarily implies this and it
appoars thnt roct mystics merely succecd in "plunging®., It
requires diotinctly leroilc self-ractery to thke the further step.

From tho literature it appears that Cr. Kettner was a disciple
of Spinoza. I, too, am a lover of the mathematico-rational
oplrit of Spinoza, though I cannot clainm to have bren a digecinle.
%y personal sympathy is completely with the effort at a mathematical
denonstration of trancenconitReality. _Unfortunately, the study
of critlical philocophy has convinced me of the irposoiblility of
guccens in any osuch effort, since that which needo demonstration
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from the standpoint of ordinary unavakened concclousnecs 1s
simply token as the originally given bace from which deductive
demonstration proceeds. Such Truth as there 1s in that given
base is known otherwise than by means of the demonstration.

The demonstration is valuable for rendering oxplicit that which
is implicit in the transcendental insight, but cannot prove the
authonticity of the ingight to unawakened consciousness. The moot
that I see vhich we can do is to build a presumption for the
Transeendontal Reality sufficient to lead one here and one there
armong the unavakendd to dare the Path of discovery. I have been
forced, though rathor peluctantly, to agree with the Orilental
Proficlents and with the implications of Plato 8 pﬂrable of
the cave with respect to this subject.

Second, as to the objectlives of the Biosophlcal !'ovement.
You have kindly asked me for what I think, and I am happy to say
thnat I think well of they, very well indeed, There 1 nothing to
vhich I would take exception in what I have seen. To bo sure, 1t
is not difficult to forrulate noble ideocals, the difficult part
is in the actual working. But with respect to the latter you have
the testimony of several well-knoun men of abllity and character
and so I Jjudge ycu rust have had considerable euccess.. We should
1like to know rmore of this part of your work.

As I see it, in movements of this kind, the primary
oignificance of the group activities 1o to serve as an expedient
rennd,. favoring the aroucal of the Avakened Conscloupness as
extengively as may be anong men., Whlle no objJective condition
is ecausally adequate, yeot some conditlons of 1ife and certaln
mental attitudes are more favorazble than others, The difficulty
is that individual variants are great so that the favorable
conplex for one individual or type of individuals may diverge
radically from that which-is best for othera. Here, even the
Great Ones have beon unable to provide an universally valld
forrula. So we are forced to Jjudge expedient means pragmatically.
I would say that with respect to the objective of the Awakening
any moans that works, be 1t painful or pleasant, is good in so
far as 1t works., It is an unhappy commentary upon human nature
that the historic record seems to indicate th:t the painful
seens t0 arcusc men to: the Se rch more than the happler phases
of objoective life. Perhaps through this horrible war there will
‘be numberoc of rmen and women who will be brought to such despair
vith extornal 1life that they will begin the Search for Emancipation.
In that case there will be some Jood harvesth.

The secondary. significance of such movenents has a practical
bearing upon the objJective way of 1life in human soclety, the aim
beling melioration. I cuspect that you find it easier to arouse
intercest in this sense than in the former. I‘ost would find 1t
nmore comprehensible, In this gense you indublit-bly have selected:
objectlves of prime importance. The only problem is, how to do it
effectively. And to resolve this problen c¢alls for a most
comprehensive knowledge of the nature of man both as to his
unconsclous depths as well as with respect to his surface. The
"Yea" of the conscious surface all too often is nulified by tho
"Nea" of the unconsclous psyche, cr visa versa. The vorld picture
beofre us today reveals very little that ic encouraging. At least



throughout the Occident, the "scape-goat" psychology prevails

in ofhocking dezree. The German projects the dark in his soul
upon the Jew and cays "all ovil ablides there in that other race”.
Put the western alliea project thelr dark soul upon the German
and also say "all evil abides in that othor race." This, though,
is sinply very primitive psycholozy of the sort one is not
surprised in find in the Australian bushman. Talk of peace

while retaining the "scape-goat" poychology is simply pharisaical.
And so nuch of the current tzlk of peace is sad of this sort. It
is not the real thing. As I gec it, real poace requires the
renunciation of the will to impoge my will upon the other fellow
vhether in the Individual, group, national or raclal senses, and
most especially 1s this true in the sense of imposing will by

the inastrumentallty of material force. Over-povering material
force undor the command of any entity can stop visible war in the
cbvioun sense, but it does not bring peace. It morely drives

the conflict into the dark hidden places of the soul, vhere it well
may be more deadly. Yet ruch of the current talk of peace means
no nore than this. ‘ :

I agrec most emphatically with your emphasis of peace education.
But I wish simply to nake note of some of the complexities of the
problen. Ve ghould 1like to know more of this part of your program,

What do you rmean by democracy? This is a word pecullarly subject
to cemantle difficulties. For many it embraces the ideal of
naximum freedom, for others it mens the tortures of the
Procrustean bed. For Jefferson it seers to have reant the
rcmoval of artificial barriers so thot the real aristol night
rige to the top, but for many collective movements it means the
control of real superiority by massive inferiority. And,
unfortunately, the eotymological meoaning of the word lies closer
to the more negative meaning. For nmy part, I agree fundamentally
vith Plato, if by "Sages” we understnd Puddhao or near-Buddhas,
i.e., l"on of Enlightenment, I see no offective solution of
the governmental problem until the ultimate pover rests in the
hands of such !en, But these are theo aristoi par oxcellence.
Such a government would be in the larger scnso aristoeratic
- though 1t night be and, I believe, shouldbe combined with )
democratic determinants in lesser detalls.

It has been my good fortune to have knoun dhe writer of one
of your enclosures, nanely, Dr. Paul RL Radosagljlevich, le
was pursulng graguate studles at Stanford about 1911 and 1912.
He was avalued part of our philosophical club vhich a few of us
had organized chortly before. His enthuslastic tribute to
Dr. Kettner particularly imprescod me.

“With every good wish for your work,

Sincerely yours,

[}

Franklin llerrell-1Tolff
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September 29, 1944

Dr. Franklin Merrell-Wolff
San Fernando, California

Dear Dr, Merrell-Wolff:

Thenk you deeply for your letter. It was most inspiriting;
it was as if we had at long last met someone who spoke in familiar
accents,

A few days after your lettexr came, Dr. Kettner returned
t0 the City. He enjoyed it tremendously. That evening many of the
members of our group were together, and Dr. Kettner spoke to us.
Some notes were taken and we felt you would be interested and are
therefore enclosing them.

Truly spiritual men, as we see it, are the real riches of
a country, and those who strive to live in the light of wisdom merit
our whole=hearted esteem.

The spiritual keynote of your work and ours is similar; of
that we feel certain. Our development of the main theme is through
the medium of the group. It is our belief that the association of
individuals, that is, strivers, who endeavor to infuse into their
lives the impelling power of an integrating ideal, can do much to
glve the electric energy of the spirit a greater human channel of
expression. The togetherness of the individuals is significant for
us, It is our way of ennabling the individual to advance from
"I<hood" to "We-ness."

Of course the multitudinous problems of the personality con-
stantly confront us and we have sought to devise techniques to meet
them. We have a community -- all our members live on the fourth
floor of a fine old hotel in the mid~town area of New York City.

Dr, Kettner believes that spiritual ideals can be tested and

applied in the lives of those who find themselves in the midst of

the tumult of c¢ity life; the very difficulties constitute a challenge
which can be met.

Your study of Dr., Kettner, as indicated by your inter-
pretation of his poems, is remarkable. You have touched upon much
that is only understandable to one who has passed through similar
experiences.

Yesterday we had occasion to visit Professor Paul Re.
Radosavl jevich at New York University. He remembers you well, despite

NEW YORK CHICAGO | WASHINGTON BUENOSA AIRES



the years that have elapsed since he last saw you, and

asked us to convey to you his special regards. He

reminisced with us about the philosophical cluh which

you mentioned in your letter amd told us of your strik-

ing capacity to fuse the East and the West in your think-

~ ing. You may be sure that he was delighted to know of
your. book, which heretofore had not bsen called to his
attention. - , : :

The latest issue of the Blosophical Review,
our magazine, has. just come from the press, and we are
sending you a copy under separate cover. I have had the
pleasure of reviewing your book in its pages. It also
contains several articles on biosophy which we especially
recommend. They are designed for the public, however,
and therefore do not reveal aspsects of our work.i which
are less readily comprehensible., - From time to time we
shall send you additional material which indicates more
clearly the nature of our work. .

, Vie are grateful to you for your generous
response and certainly look forward to an interchange
of thought. )

With our very cordial greetings,

Very sincerely yours,

Fnancis Menchant

Franeis Mexchant



MEETING WITH DR. KETTNER - Sept. 19, 1044

I am happy that you have created a social-spiritual atmosphere

" and that you make it possible for me to share with you a'very rare thing.
It is a rare thing in my personal life and I hope it will become a rare '

thing in the life of the Group also. ~And -although it has to do visibly"

- with only a book and a letter, it is a. letter Which can make us all alive

because there is epirit in it.

‘ ) Here is the 1etter. It came about through the discovery of a
',book; One day I read in the "New York Times" the title of a book called
© ®Pathways Through To Space®. .If you take these four words, you may not -
‘immediately get out of them a squars deal or a eguare ‘meal, but if you
‘look into them, like into & menu, then "Pathways
cupe "Through“ ~-if you get through with your fruit, you want something
- else, .And "To" -~ after you are finished with the soup, you want to come
to something. .And then you find it out - epace”.' Space has a relative
meaning and an absolute meaning. - Relatively speaking it has to do with
" physics and mathematics. But in the abnolute eenee, you can think of
space as God. - S o :

. 1 read that title ‘and then read. fUrther "A Pereonal Record of
'Tranaformation in Consciousness®. . -You know I like the word consciouss-

" ness very much, and the word transformation even more. If we transform

“our consciousness, we come to the awareness of eaperiences which have an
'impersonal-personal meaning, value and destiny.-

When I came to New York not long ago and shared thie title with

.. our friende, they ordered the book and I began to read it: And what do
you think, ~ I suddenly’ discovered a poem in it called "The Nameless .

Beeides that, I found a definitiOn of mysticiem,‘occultism,

. poetry, even science, and said to myself, the author must be one of the

'most normal humen beings who has contacted his own soul and knows how
40 live within by the spiritual best. ‘And so, after reading the book, I

' “'was anxious to know something about the author, Franklin Merrell-Wolff.

: We called the publisher in New York, Richard R. Smith, for the addreee.

L o You know, I have travelled a great deal and have contacted 80
o~ many writers of different calibre, all kinds of personalities. ' So many,

Smany times I expected, according to the books they wrote, to find a -
great soul in reality, not only in the book. But there were many who -
seemed to imagine that the book is in heaven while they are on earth. -
If the author doesn't become more visible as the ons who represents what
he writes about, naturally we cannot think of him as a friend from the
point of view of biosophy. - I felt that’ Dr. Merrell-Wolff would be one
of those rare friends who will respond. I asked Frank to write him'a :
. letter and to send him: a book of posme since I felt we epeak the ‘same

- language.

- : , When I came two days ago and heard from Frank that a. letter
- from Dr. Merrell—Wolff had come, I was thrilled. If someone had said,

looks liks a fine fruit

/g
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he had two things for me, a thousand dollar check and the letter from o
Dr. Merrell-Wolff, I would want.the letter from Dr. Merrell~Wolff, and

- 4f the money goes away, let it go away. I felt the letter must be tre-~ -
. mendous. Before reading it, I had to. think of the cosmic relationahip,

" the mystery in it. I felt it was full of coenjoyment -~ that he is a - -

_ @oul who has experienced the Great .Laughter, and that there was a possi-

-»Vbility to be with him in the Great Labor. ‘And so, I began to read. As -~
I went on reading, I felt better and better. The first thought I had .

- ‘was that you should not read this letter alone as you may not understand ’

" what it is all about since you have not yet read the book. Anf

But coming to your meeting now, I felt that your silence was
80 wonderful that I could share some of this great experience with you,
~which will become greater.and- greater for. you if you will grow in spi-
ritual greatness. And spiritual greatness has nothing whatsoever to do .
with the "big shot' business. What we call spiritual greatness is an-
_.other word for spiritual growth in awareness of Reality, and as our new
- and unusual friend Dr. Merrell-Wolff represents the spiritual greatness,
I wanted to introduce him to you first in- this friendship way. :

I think we ahould get as many copies of the book as posaible,;
and those who will become more interested in the book, should let me '
“ know. And even if after twenty-five years you will. begin to love this
book, believe me it will be a great victory for us. But if some of you
will love it in twenty-five months, weeks or days, at least parts of it,
then I am’ gure it will be a blessing for your indiv1dual souls and for
the whole Group as & part of the New Humanity. L »

- ' I am very thankful and happy that through the silence atmoa~ o
o phere you had created, you gave me - the opportunity to ghare all this
fffwith you. , )

.+ As Dr. herrell—Wolff is a biosophic thinker, he will enrich :
us not only with his books but, we hope, also with his presence’ some day.

ﬁ"It will be one of the most unusual moments of my life not only to meet

o him spirit to spirit a8 I think I met him, but also face to fece.

Let our best thoughte in deepeat silence now go through space,
: through this mysterious pathway to Sen Fernando, California, where our -
‘two friends live, Dr. and Mrs. Merrell~ﬁolff.. : W

o
L
-

.kThese are sketchy notes taken during the meeting at which Dr. Kettner

- . read different passages ‘from "Pathways Through - ‘To Space" and explained

' ?Athem to us. We all dienussed the thoughts brought out by him.)'
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October 4, 1944

Dr. Franklin Merrell-Wolff,
800 - 8th Street,
San Fernando, California.

Dear Dr. Merrell-Wolff:

I am taking the liberty of writing to you iﬁ partial answer
to your letter addressed to Mr. Francis Merchant,

In our group we often use the words "coenjoyment" and "sharing."
That is, the joy of others increases our own, and the realizations
we have take on new meaning when we share them with those who under-
stand. Consequently, your unusual letter was "shared" with & number
of our friends who are wholeheartedly devoted to the way of life for
which we stand.

AN

One of our friends, and the Vice President of the Biosophical
Institute, Edith Montlack, was inspired to express herself in writing.
We thought you would like to read her thoughts on your letter and
I am therefore enclosing & ¢opy of what she has written.

One of the disciplines our group practicés, involves writing
our own interpretation of the poems to be found in "Back to the
Nameless One." Miss Montlack thought that your penetrating remarks
concerning the poem "The Glory of Illumination" constituted the prac-
tice of this discipline in which we ourselves indulge =~ and that
made her feel as if you were one of us.

Please be éssured of our very degp esteem.
' Sincerely,
: (jhun /)ézaruxk. Tﬂf Z//
Leona F, Macy.

febf
encl.

NEW YORK CHICAGO WASHINGTON BUENOS AIRES
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Nov. 1, 1944

Mra, Franklin Mérrell-Wolff
800 -~ 8th St,
San Fernando, California

Dear Mrs Wolff:

I should like to let you know about the next
issue of our magazine The Biosophical Review. It
will ve devoted to the synthesis of Eastern and
Western thought. We should of course be delighted
to include whatever Dr. Merrell-Wolff would care to
write along this line. The article need not be
long (1000 worde would be welcome) but we would
1ike to have him represented because we feel that
he iz an outstaniing achiever of synthesis and has

- much to convey to our readers. Won't you let me

know whether this would be possidle?

With cordial good wishes,

Yours sincerely,

"'\ ,?‘)u-. ne§ ﬁ-(&’u.w

Francis Merchant
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