My dearly Beloved:

Since you left we have been progressing vwith our organization
and planting here. The sudan gruss field and the acre of alfalfa in front of the
house have both been c>vered with water and org-nization developed so that future
irrigations will not require constant attention. The seed is sproutiang und the
upper end of the sudan-gress field is already taking one a greenish cast. Mary
planted the corn field end I put in en experimentzl plot of onions. Everything
but the upper field has now been under water, and that is the next isem. I think
the contour furrowing is the solution of the irrigetion problem here.

Bloom and foliage continues to develop. There will be some apricots, at least,
t~>ugh p roba bly not as m:ch as last year. lone of the other tfrees had to
face seri~us c¢old while in bloom. 8o wuch for the report of the place. othing
has gone wrong.

Last week the sherif came here a t five-thirty in the morning to serve notice
on John of divorce procesdings initiated by Grace. The charge is ment~1l cruelty.
He is given ten days to answer. I supvose that if left to him-relf he would
let it go by default, but the court mgght give Grace a financial settlement
and the charge is unjustly damaging to bhis character. I feel strongly thet the
divorce should be on grounds thet are not da ma ging to “is charccter ¢nd no
financial demand is justified. 8o I am going with John to Independence
to file some ans er a nd, if poseible, get *'r. Sutlif, who is Grace's lawyer,
to a mend a complaint to a form that John will not have to oppose. T shall not
zail this letter until I ca n report what luck we ha ve. :
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The Assembly Ranch,
Thureday.
My Darling:

Going to town today in order to get in the order for the trector gas
as the OPA office said * would have my rations in a couple of days. Also other
items to a ttend to.

The condition of things here is about as good as could be expected. Franceska
has the house in neat shape and John has been doing as well as he could do working
too long hours. There are 15 lambs at present and four more expectant mothers.
Others may be on the way; the kaxxk flock has to be watched continually for new ore
One lamb in the kitchen whose mother has no milk. A very nice lamb who hes
adopted Franceska. When Franceska takes her out she follows closer than any dog.
She calls F, "Maa". Jther stock ".X. ©hickens loo% well; laid 33 eg-s yesterdzy.

The lambs coming earlier than expected is what upset the feed supply. Four
mothers take the feed of one cow. Did not expect Red to mature so soon. There
is a young female milk-gozt with the flock. She is the soul and head of the Flock.
Definitely boss/. A pet who likes humans.

Yesterday was a beautiful and very comfortasble day. To-day windy. We
agsembled the cultivator yesterday and wknt over the tractor completely, tightenirg
innumerable bolts, changing oil, cleaning etc., etc.

Vegitation is just beginning to stert. Grass is in the willows that the cows
can graze. Alfalfa just starting. Willows shooting buds. Apricots blossoming.
But still the dominant effect is bereness. We really need some evergreens planted
to improve the locel efiect in winter.

It is not known what Grace is doing . John thinks she is in Lone P ine. He
plsced an add in the LP paper stating he would not be responsible for any debts
che contracted. I believe he has been so discusted with her laziness and selfishre
that his feeling has been worn out with respect to her. At le-st he does not seem
emotional about her. He is solid.

I keep thinking about you and trusting all is as well as may be on the outside,
as I know it is well on the inside. I mise having you up here definitely, but I
believe it is better to come a little later when the green and blossoms have made
more headway. The distant view is very beautiful, but the neer view is still like
winter. ~he lowest snow is well up, between 500 and 1000 feet verticéd above this
place, but the mountains are at their best.

Do teke good care of yourself and be sure to let me know if I am needed.
Remember me to the others, and for yourself, my heart-felt love.

Franklin



Aseembly Rench
Sept. 24, 1944.

'y Desrest:

As one of us will be ging to town todey I have a chance to send this
thie along. “hen I arrived I found the house and yard in excellent shape. The
color from the Bosmos domina tes more than when we left end produces a stronger
effect than that we have had heretofore. The grass is very green and the pasture
appesrs in better shape than it was. ! suppose the' lower temperatures help to make
it eaeier to keep the mosture supply up. The day before there had been a very hasx
heavy wind which had knocked down a coup le of lugs of apples, but fortunately
they were mature enough to be saved and used. The canning program has been
carried as far as the sugar extended. There heve been added 25 gts. of peaches,
ten of tomatoes, ten of plums, apple-sause and grape jellg. The plums are not
successful since they are far too sour, worse cooked than raw and even much
sugar does not cure the sdurness. They are good only vhen mushy soft, if eaten
raw. Tigh the scarcity of sugar I doubt the wisdom of canaing them.

Grace is holding up here end alright, but she has the advantage of a more
restricted field than Fransceska had. She starts in e rly and is still
working when John and I retire. Fartly it is slow action, but she does not’
seem to mind long hours. <The meals have been good and not heavy on sterch.
John has had to teke part of Franceska's work and part of mine in addition
to_his own regular p rogram and this wae, as I expected, too much. He wes
definitely swamped. The irrigation on the new alfalfa is practically a
contimious operation, and requires much attention. %hen I arrived part of
the ground was drying too fast. We turned in an additional stream and now
it is all damp. The sheep had cleaned up the little field we had p repared

and were breaking in on the alfslfa and clover, dispite anything John could
do. They ere now working on the ground south of the p otato patch. T he crop
of milo meise was largely lost. Small birds came in soon after we left by the
hundreds and even ate the Haige while it was green. John was picking it, yet
they would only leave his immediate vacinity and go on eating a little way
from him. I suppose the only cure would be to shoot them. John hed to give
up trying to milk Lagy as she wes giving only a pint and that very slowly. He
eimply could not afford the time. So he has placed the calves and Lady in the
south pasture while Dutchess is alone in the good pasture south of the road.
Fith this change her milk has come up. I think this pasture will keep ahesd of
the one animal. At any rate it looks better than when we leflt.

In addition to helping on the irrigation of the new alfalfa p atch, I have
dug the potatoes. There are three sacks of useable sizes and two of small ones
for the chickens and possible seed for next year. The sizes were small where
there had been insufficient water, but where the moisture was sdequate they
were satisfactory and, I think, the flavor is superior. 7t seems to be just a
question of enough amater. It is all a question of getting the w-ter down there
without losing nine-tenths of it, which cannot be afforded in the heart of the
irrigation season. Cement ditches is the solution. I am also in process of cuttig
the milo-maise for fodder. Dutchess is very fond of it.

The wehher here is much better than at S.F. MNot hot nor cold. The air is
cooler, but not cold. :

Personally I amrgetting better from the flu. I have not full strength yet
and have been sleeping a little at noon. Put I am definitely better tod:ny.
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Then you write let me know how you sre coming along. I have been thinking of
you each evening and using the Great Mantram. I do miss you. “Zomething is
definitely lacking when I come to the house.

I vas dumbfounded by those reviews. Some were merely announcements, to be
guee, but the few that said something so grossly missed the main point. One
paid "an amazing book" and the N.Y.Times note said "besutifully written".-

But they specifically mentioned only the least significant points in the

whole book, -uch as the prosp ecting for gold, the dificulty in driving in
trafic and being at the Hollywood Bowl! 1Is it because the book is so beyond
their depths? Are such objective items like that the only sort of thing they
could understand? If book reviews are generally like that, then most of them
are really worthless. I gave a ride to a soldier between Inyokern and

Lone Pine and he proved to have been in the publishing line at Sacremento. He
told me that only about 8% of the sales are due to the average reviews, but
favorable reviews from competent men did count a lot. I think I see the point.

Well, 1 see that John is getting ready to go and, as I have pretty well
covered the ground, ! shall close. Do take the best of care of yourself.
If you, Kathry and Joe can #x come up, I certainly wish you would. I will
be looking florward and hop ing. Remember me to all of the good folks. And
to you personally I send my deepest love.

MJ);



two stones exactly the same size and shape, no mortor used and yet the fitting
is s0 close that a six-thousands feeler blade cannot be clipped betneen the
‘etones} It compares with our precision work in metal. This wes not the work of th
the Astecs or Incas but of races before the Incas of whom the latter, e ven, did
not appear to ha ve much knowledge. These old pre#Incan culture:z aprear in

a highly developed form vithout signs of preliminary developing ~tages. It is
as though a people came in from without who z2lready had Beveloped the culture.
Of course, it sug-ests Atlantean colonies to us, which,in turn, implies

that the ruins tell us something of Atlantis itself. Structurally, it seczms

to have been & hieshly deve®oped culture in rock, with precision compzrable to
our own in metal. Further, since neerly ell the old peoples were sun-worshipers
it implies a corresponding Atlantean practice. The Inca ruler w s called the
"Son of the Sun"l I think we can trcce Atlantean influence in some of our own
more esoteric literature.

I have been receiving meil you have been sending znd, so far as I know, have
received all. T hope Gene hss come - had half a thought he might make a run up hes
here. I am very glad you are taking part in the classes. John received the
documents you sent, but we do not have the ritual forms. Yowever, Franceska and
John, so some extent, have the words memoraized.

No new lambs for two weeks. Only one of lute hos been kept in the kitchen
and it soon became very well behaved. It has a mother who gives some milk
though she refuded the mab at first. One of the older lambs who was brought up in
the kitchen has no mother. She did not die but had no milk and was turned out
with the herd. These two are completely eaned from their own kind. They seem
to think it is an insult to “e made to stay with their own kind, merc zZnimals.
They insist that they belong witn tnhe h.mans and are disconsolate when separated
from Franceska. Tt is really quite funay.

I do hnne vou will begin to be stronger as the reather turans warmer. Tt would
not be good if when you are here you felt you had to work more than you could
simply because there is always more to do than can be done. You should remember
that this will alvays be the case uatil we have organization and supply perfected,
and in the meantime one must pick out the most important and let the rest go, since
there is no wisdom in trying to do more than one can do. It is a matler of being
guided by philosophy. You must learn to practice this more.

May the bleseing of the Light abide with y-u «lways, my durling. Ever I send
my love to you.

Fr-nklin



The Assembly R nch,
Apr. €, 1945,
My D rling:

In the past week I have di:covered that this is not a farm but
& maternity hospital. There is young life every here expressing its
opinions about life in general, 8ince last writing four new lambs ha ve
comne and three of the mothers refused them. 8o into the kitchen they come, .
and my how they can talk | Franceska says that Joe did not hear nything, ’
relatively spe:king. One lamb born shorily before I came died. Everything
vas done that we knew, but it was no use.

e have been strugyling with the filling of the big ditch in the main
field. We have conquored two thirds of it reasonably well, but it is difficult
to move dirt with the equipmehh we can devise. It will now be possible to get wete
wvater cross-wise on the lovwer two-thirds of the field and that will reduce the
summer lebor very much indeed. We will be able to plant ia the next few days.

Most of the days since I have been here have been delightful, but there
was one north wind Sat. Night and Sunday which resulted in a severe drop
in temperature. However, it did not kill the new growth nd if it did injure
apricot bloscome, there are still others unopened and, altogether, there
are four or five times as many blossoms as the tree= could bear Ifruit.
the other trees are not that far 4along.

¥e are having the meetings both Sunday and Thursday nights. John says
they are short on documents as all that are here have been read and studied.

Among John's books there was a life on Neitzsche and an e:sa y on hinm
by Havelock Ellis. I ha ve read both and learned a good deal. 7The man in his
own proper person was just the opnosite of that which he wrote. tfe was a man
of sympathy and pity to the point of weakness and his opposition to conpassion
was really a reaction to an extreme in himself. The man was rezlly an atrist
with the temperam:nt of a prima donna.

Tt is almost impossible to get ahead of the work up here, what with the
demands of new life and preparation for the coming season. Both John and
Franceska work from dawn to eight o'clock, seven days a week. I have been
doing tractor »ork except when making and servicing the operating tools. We
are definitely behind.

As for myself, I have definitely improved. The cough is betier, particularly
when it is warm. There is some agfgrsvation fron dust, but on the whole it is
better. I cannnt and do not maintzin the long hours of the others, but I find
myself slowly becoming conditioned.

Arny now, my darling, I keep thinking about how you are doing. I avoid
worry, but I could worry very ea sily. I do mis-= you and hope you will come
next trip. It will be necessary to cowe back as coon as pos=silhe.

I send my heart-felt love to you, and ple: se rememher me to the others.

Franklin.



My Dearest:

It is lovely weather now and has besen so for several days. The
changze came suddenly =ith evea the air from the north varming up. Lowest
temperatures have been runa'ng high in the forties. Wo loncer do we heat
the house with the heater. The result of the warmth is that every thing
is starting to grow and the work fairly jumps upon us. ¥e could cert:zinly
use another man for the next fer weeks. The main field (where the corn and
wheat were) is planted and approximate contourforrows dramn over the whole
fisld - =ome 350 r 420 of them. e are in process of filling them with
aater now. Ny this method we cert-ialy get the water on the grouad well
distributed and without wa shing. Ju<t as in the.orchard, there is & lot of h-and
work the first time over. Two-thirds of the alfalfa in froat of the house
had to be re-seaded. “‘ostly the plants vere too small to fuce the winter.
I used the same method here and we are going on to the construation f a
cement head - ditch for this area this afternoon.

All the fruit trees are shooting leaves, some are in bloonm and some
approaching bloom. Most of the blossoms will not ha ve had to face amy
sub-freezing weather. The only doubtful trees are the apricots. Yne peach
wae in stroag bloom during the cold, but the pet-1s did not dar'ten. The
cher-ies are just turning white. 'he pasture grass for the cows is growing
faster than it is being eaten and likewvise the she p pasture is begining
to cateh up on the sheep.

Ve will have quite & number of strewberry plants this year. Tley are being plee
placed in the upper prrt of the flat portion of the beet-field. Irrigation will
be a sinple problem.

Thirteen of the older lambs have been sepsrated from their mothers and placed
in the orchcrd. It was quite musical here for a couple off days, but they dre
reconciled much more quickly than the calves were. They seem quite content now
and are eating grass, heltved out :ith some alfalfa. They re really qu’te delight-
ful. lLambs have a more active intel'igence than mature sheep. They are lesrners
zhile sheep live in ruts. :

By the way, I am running low on cigerettes and they are scorcer here than in
San Fernando. OCould you send up such pac%ages as I have? o

Yell, my Beloved, may ever,; good attendy you. ‘ay you feel better and better.

-y



The Roach,
ar. 15, 1947.

Ly Dearest:

The p:st ceven days hes becn ¢ veory iaterestiing and
productive vieek. First Nency pres:nted us with two fine kids, =
male cad a female. This wakes four kids altogether - three umales
-nd one feuale. T he building has the sheeting oa the roof, the
foundetio., wire, p aeper snd wost of the stucco-vire on the sides.
The work has gone rapidly once the ground was rewoved end the
foundution laid. Thursday evening st six oclock the eleciric
pl nt srrived cnd .es instzlled by seven thirty. Yesierdcy tae
poles vere put in, the lines run =ad the fixture p liced ia the ,
living riom. So last night we hed electric light. The illuminction”
is excellent. One can see to recd ezsily cnyvhere in the ro-a end
there is a0 glare. T he light is reflected on the ceiling . nd gives
s very nice glow. The trees were pluenied soue da ys a go cad
watered. The luaber and ceaent arrived londay with the five-
dollar cartage charge which m kes it a litlle cheapér than s
delivery from Lengcaster =.:d without the neces=ity of teaking so
-uch at one time. Finally, P rincess yesterday preseated us :ith
Duke, a aice lit<tle bull of her ovn color ond so there will be .ailk
for the household in about three doys. Queenie .ay couc ia ot 1 .»st
cny tiue now.

Do not hesitate to pey the price of a good set of tecth if the
dentict delivers recl value. The _oney is ia the bonk and I believe
it is betier to tura it into rezl usazble wealth before one pasces
in. I still believe that wmoney is aot to be trust:d t:o .uch in
the p resent vorld set-up.

The wedther is remarkably comfortable for this tiuwe of yeur.
“oraing temperctures for the leost four diys ha ve been forty or above.
“erch hae been a lamb so far. 7e will see if it will be a lion before
it is through. T“verythin is pushing ahe.d extra e.rly. .ieaves &s
well as blossems are sterting end the grase, clovers =ud elfalfa
is wsking the fields green rap idly. Ve seem to be cbout a woatn
ezrly. Sixty-five dozen egss go in this week, though p rices hcve

f=1

dropred to 45 cud 50 ceats.

Just s soon as I can get the paper on the roof and a scratch-
coat of cement on the walls of the Building - so thet the plant will
be protccted froa mmkxsx weather - we shrll have to get to worx on
the new field. It will te p oscible to plant as soon &s ve are
rec dy.

Iff Joe cad Kathryn could bring wou up it would help since the
secson is plrcing prescure on us to zet the ploating done cnd we
sre very short on lebor force. Tf this is a>t procticcl, let we
zas:znd zlso when you ere re.dy, cnd I will coae down to bdriag y-u
up. After plonting there shou’d be e3 e lzt up which cou'd be
applied to the new addition. By the wey, nzils cre hord to get
everyvhere . ad if you dowa there c¢osld secure .hiit you can it would
help. e need wostly eight pennies - box or co..on - nd sixteen
p eaaies - c¢ouuon only, .ot box. Te should collect up to 100



p ouande of eights znd to fifty pouade of sixteeas. ~ ther sizes
apply to finish work .nd thot comes later.

Jdow, do tuke as good core of yourself as you can. I do aiss yosu
and em looking forierd to your coming.

"y love cbides - ith you clways.
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Sundcy lar. 23.
1y Decrest:

Very uuch e need a set of printed c:rds to announce
the royal birthe round here. Yest:zrdry Queenie p rec nted us
with snother roycl highness, a strong and active bull. Fruinceska
says she had a very bad time; -worse thoa Lsgy -~ but she ¢ ue through
alright ond both are doing well. This seziis to be a mrsculine ye'r
with three billies end two bulls. P rincess is wilking more he- vily
than ever. She is giving nov about four gsllons nd three quarts
p erday, though creuwm percentage is 0t quite as high ¢ foraerly,
bul absolutely -bout the same. Egg-production is cround €2 doz.
v er veek beside househ:ld use. The yield is runaing trice fesdiag c%
‘costis. o - '

The secson is very advanced. Apricots paest bloom; t-c rest of the
fruit in bloon, save the e atiag aprles. 1 eavees eglso cre pucshing.
Alfalfa is eix to eight inchees "igh - ad srowing strongly o hath field
The upper field has a stronz voluntecr crop of clover an old roats.

I gove t'is o sup lenentory jlenting cad harrowing yesterdey . ad
storted woeter for vetting tie surf ce. Underneeil _oksture josd.
V. ecnuhile John is doing prelinin. ry work :sor the srea ich wi 1
2o 1ato clfilfa.
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he new 1iv.le building ie coup leted szve for the finish coat
oa the stucco. “his cin be p ostponed inderinitely. The buildiag
looks neat zad I am setisfied with 1t. The lizht plent @ orks
bezutifully. The material cost for the building ic very close to
£105.00, giving two ro-ms "ith partition end sn crea of 140 rouare
fect. The cost of material was asbout 75¢ per :cuare foot therea s
full cost of five-room housec aow runs £7.00 to %8.00 per square foot.

Toasorrow I am ordering the bolince of the lumber for the new
sdiiti>n -~ that is, the lumber for roughing-in. This includes the
eheeting for t-e sub-floor and the roof. ¢ have enough mzterizl
for prep ring the walls of stucco. The p aper for the roof + am
orderiag from Sesrs Roebuck. There will rewmain the finael fl-ooring,
doors, wiandove, finish, pluwmbing =ad building hrrdware. “ost of these
items are sc.rce :ad one has to get them whea he cen. I am p zying f4
thris order ocut of our own uccount os I shell have used the signed
cnecke you geve me. The two checks I have peid «re as follows:

1500 feet sh:eting € $107.50 per M

S0 sacks of ceuzent

25.70 curtage aad tax

B B R e 2225.77

Tvo rolls peper, windows, hurdwecre -crewe etc. #£25.28.

Tyoorrow I will have to use a check for gasolene end lub. oil,
“nd that finishes the chec'te you gove ue.

As to Joe cuestion re amount of lumber etc. necded for roughing-
in *n cdditio-n on the north side, t"is m y be szid. Assuuing
cpproxisotely the saume size zs our eddition, dizentiosn luuzber end
shecting vi?! run scrouad 3790 board feet. Bn addition, & roll of



p.per for under stucco, seven ro'les roofiag paper, pirt of roil of
stove-pive —ire, one roll stucco wire nd cement for stucco :t the rasd
of about three saczs for 170 sa. ft. Also foundstion bolts. There
resdaine in ide pluster aad finishing items. This plaster et be cdd
t> ours elso. :

Ze. Fronces%a tnd John. TFranceska handles her end very well.
She works very loag hoars - up to nine gud ten at night sad up ecrly
ia the morning. Her sp irit is good, and che is conccientious. John
hee done s well as could be expected of anybody siace I have been
here. Some of the work he has had to do in prep-ring the place for
the building hes been very hard - worege thaa I expected. He uized
ceseatzad cariiecd send in buckets from the pile at the woter-inteke
for the 1o :se; he plaated the trecs aad ab-ut zeventy boyson berry
vlants end is now re-zrrenging the fence st lover ead of pzeture
prelisinary to .. ing the new zlfclfa field. In addition ne corries
his regudar routine of chores, including cutting wood and acting
38 zid-wife to the animals witn Frenceska's help. IHe works eurly
and leke. But his winter production, cpart from waintoinance-work,
nes been fur froa sstisfactory. In new development he has done since
I have been here about as wmuch as he did =211 winter. The e is zlso
some general maintainance that should have been done. I do not
believe he idles because xusculer activity is & necezsity with him,
and poscibly even a vice, & kind of lazyness wiicn replates thought .
Except on estiblished routines, he can vork much and do little, if
no one scts ss a hesd for him, snd only a man can do that. I cence
soae egoiem, a feilure to see nis lisitations. Tn the beginning I
felt some friction, but that pessed. T am irritatedp but bvelicve it #
wise not to manifest it. I doubt thut his mentel failure is reclly
inability, but refusal to inject the will in the mind. He lets it
shuat of 7 the easy way into the boly, and the body without the aind
is not zuch good. I do not think too highly of the lergzrete Mcrie
type of mysticism.

I am indeed sorry to learn that you have not been feeling so
well, but glad that you were getiing betier when you wrote. There
secms 1o be a cort of periodicity in this and this afiords the
satisfaction that when feeliag bad one may “now that a betier cycle
lies ahesd. Je are all in good health here. I have been pretty
tired a2t times, but nos am feeling pretty good. I wes lergely off
the physical job yesterday. I do rest after meals for avhile as I
find it necescary.

2 n the building the only set-b:ick wee tie amount & nd hardness
of the ground to be wmoved. For the rest everything uent 2s expected
with no unforseen little things. I wcs ready for the plant when it
came, even though it was a day esrlier thon I expected. Ohl th:re
woe one detail unforseen. “he garage is far froa perpendiculer!

I built correctly and adjusted for this.

I have been reeding concerning the Truman esnnouncement of
p olicy re Greece. I see only two poscmible alternatives. EZither
taze the strong policy of contsining communistic Russia or sbandon
the Eastern Himisp here to her with the threat of war in the future



when she will be posczibly far stronger then we are. She may

b:ck dorn before a strong p olicy on our p:rt as she is now too

badly hurt by the war. I do not see that we have wuch of a ny

choice since the decision of the Roosevelt governzent to inter-

vene, and that is now an historic fact. T think thet at that tiae wed
did have the pos=ibility of choice.

I do hope you get the denture completed soon so that you can coune
up here. I do not like to have you so far away. There will be umore
interest vhen we start on the new sdditisn. After plenting is czxxpke$
coup leted there will be a chance to get at the work.

Remember me to Joe and Katheryn. For yourself, .y love ebides

with you c¢lutys, ia this vorld cad the world beyond. ‘ay P eace
and Understsnding abigde «.with you. '

‘f?—/-' 1l ' g\,{,‘ ;\__



1 r I A~
Saturdoy orning.
Sherifa 'y De rest:

I had laid my plans to return today, b 4 cent John to
trmn vestarday mcinly to check on any letier from von that wight chance
them, Your tws o 4 "ottt rs 294 indicate thot it was not imperative to
return at once and I have a problem here that should not be nezlected.
I ha ve besn on the bees. I found they had strong brood but had used up-
nesrly all the hofney in building up and just at the present there is a
elack in blossoms. The orchard bloom is over and the wild flowers are
a little slow while the buckwheat is not due for a month yet. I divided
the hives and found queen cells in one hive, indicating p reparation for swarming
In dividing the brood is mainly given to the new hives while tne old queen
is left with the old hive with a little brood. This frees the workers for
honey gathering, gyt the bees ia the new hive- are forced for a time to
concentrate on nuring duty and there isn't much honey I could give them.
I propose to try a little feeding if I can get sugar. I understand that they
will release suger for this purpose just as they do gasoline for tractors. So
I shall try today. Otherwise we might lose some of the new colonies, or they might
developd too slowly to help us on the sugar shortage. This is rather imp-rative
and when we return wouldbe rather too late.

Yes, that letter from the woman in San Francisco is very fine. Last time I
only mentioned the one you had just enclosed as it was just on my mind. That man
in the army seems to have some remarkable intuitions a s he saw some implications
from the book that were not explicitly stated. That impressed me. Fatigue has
kept me froam writing yet, but I shall do so.

I rather figured that irrig-tion we ¢ nearly due in the orchard. It will work
in before harvest begins here. Alfalfa cutting will begin about the first of
June, and there is a good deal more of it. 'he terraces will ha ve to be cut
by scythe, and that will be a time of pressure. The terraces are growing better
than the old fields. It is running a bout 18 inches high now and is in the
strong growing period. You see the problem is that irrigation keeps one ma n
going all the time and so harvest brings prescure. I have been driving to keep
the moisture high and full on all fields before the real neat begins. Ve are
on top of the game now, but dare not relax. The second rouand on the sudan
and oats is nearly coapleted. This follow up was done quiclkly :ith water not
needed elsevhere as I found that hardening of the surfcoce blocksd secd that
sprouted a little late and the shoot would curl under the crust. Softening with
water has released much of this, and e now have a satisfuctory sprouting all
over the field. The getting the fields started is the critical problem. After
the roots heve made depth the task is easier. Ve have corn and sun-flowers in
end both are sprouting now in a well moistened bed. Tith the new system we can
get the water distributed and with less work and this should mean quite dif.erent
results from last year.

Franceska is on the job with respect to the setting hens. D1ne is on a setting
now and sticks to her job. A second one would not stay on the egzs. “hese
developed layers are problems. OJnly some are good setters.

¥e have mbat resources when it becomes necessary to use them, and I think we
will realy get ahezd on the feed problem this year. The key to the latter is
conmand of water distribution, a problem of organization and system, which we
were unable to achieve last year.



I am very glad to learn that you are feeling betier on the whole but sorry becea
because of the let-down which ccused the delay on the teeth. nRut keep up your
courahe. e will win agein as we have 8o many time in the past. I will be back
with you soon, would have been before this, but, save in an emergency, I felt
it was necessary to save the year here { which John could not possibly do alone)
as we well may need a place of refuge not long hence.

You may well believe that the cigarettes nere more than welcome and the
candy is a delight. But with candy scarce, do not neglect your own supply.
I do not.begin to crave it as I did in former years. P robably due to a long
time adjustment to altitude. T had been out or cigsrettes, so I got some pipe
tobacco and a pipe and that kept me from missing them. Also the less satisfactory
saoke cute down the inclination.

Franceska is sending some more butter. Ve get along very well with the
help of peanut butter, which is not rationed. and not short in supply. Indeed
I thin% supply is better here than in L.A} or S.F. There is always =soap-powder,
toilet paper, curyp and nearly always meat, though selection may be restrictid.
) nly once was there no meat at all. The shortage on cigarsttes is worse, but
on other items, it seems to be less marked than it is nearer the center of
population.

I was glad to get Jim's letter. Yes, the army would change him as it tends
to suppress the gentlier qualities. But the life does not appeal to him and
there are good reasons $o believe he yill throw off much of the effect. It is
good, though, for him to build the cap acity for power. He may well need it
and may serve the caude a8ll the better because of it. I do not believe thers
is any need to worry about him. ¥ith other lacking the spiritual tendency
the problem may well be different.

Do not worry sbout any tendency to fall in love on my part. I have learned
wisdom end considerable knowledge of the unconccious forces. Further, there
is no temptation. ¥y interest is almost wholly consumed in maestering the
problemetic in the fields in which I am working.

Now, with the fall of Germa ny, the rezlly bad problems begin. The false
conception thet victory was all important made the former situation seem
relatively simple. Yow the complexity - I think impossible complexity -
will begin to be apvarent. Conflicting intersts that zere suppressed while there
vas a feeling of emergency, will come out with grester force. I d o not believeh
that ordinary humen wisdom will be adequate, even if there wss a real effort to
control passion, which there is not. Talk of justice merely hides vendictiveness,
adding t-» the sin of the latter the greester sin of hypocracy. The Germans
were more frank and called a spade a spade without pretense to Christic
righteousness. O ur talk of justice meeely ‘ides from us ~het we are rezlly
doing. Deep spiritual blindness will be the price exacted.

Yy love abides with you always, my Dearest.

Franklin

{‘,gf 100 145, 5(17 a i bhoy t Traabl



Mondey.
My Darling:

At lecst t-e he.vy plenting drive is at an e~d. All fields have been
planted and have heen under water ecxcept the terrace p-rt of the beet field,
and John is working on that now. The heuvy work lay in the orgsnization of
the weter a prlicrtion, but this is done and re-irrigation will not entail
nearly so zuch work. It has kept us all going as bhard as we could. Yesterday
and today I have been preparing the becs-supplies a nd will look iato the becs
gometime tomorrov. I will divide if poscible, but it ma y be a little secrly.
After this John and Francesca can carry on, I think, so far as routine is
concerned, up to the beginning of hervest, which is a rouand the first of June.
So I shall be coming down in the next fev days - & soon as T have finished
7ith the bees. It has bezn gquite a drive, but the plantiaz must be done at the
right time or there is no use planting @t a 11. The te son is e rlier this ye-r.





