iy dear YogaGnani;

Many thanks for your kindness in sending tﬁe two coples of
your books.Altho not as extensive a reader along these lines as I night
be, I think "Re-embodiment™ is the best I have ever read on the subject
of reincarnation.The logic is so very convineing that it is particularly
appeatring to me for so very few books along these subjects ever offer
any such conclusive proof. This is one reason why I find it so Hard mn
to grasp the meaning of such words as "The Absolute” and countless others.
My consciousness positively fails to grasp these things.It is mostly the
fault of myself, I realise, for at intervals I fall into the "whats the uses”
state and feel that I have made no progress and will never understand.

At mii other fimes I display an intense enthusiasm and igterest only
to return to the other state after what seems a lot of hopeless
pondering that leads nowhere. Is there something wrong with me that 1
seem to fail to get going? Other students do not seem to have these
difficuktiés, they appear to sail along in great style, at least they
gay they do. 8ome small voice within tells me I am loafing on the jJob
that if I really made the effort I could attain and then I get very
indignant and dig up a lot of plausible alibis for myself. I guess the
truth is I am still on the fence and until I jump one way or the other I
will accomplish nothing. When I do it will probably be Laura that
furnishes the initial impulse, she bat*les all the time to overcome my
inertia, if anyone is more deserving, conscientioug or more sincere I
have yet to find them.

We are on the verge of spring here for which I am glad, the only
thing I emvy you Californians for is your mountains, I fhink if one could
go high enough and be alone enough they would probably arrive at an

understanding through meditation mmmh far greater than one who lives
in these disturbing citiese Best regards to you all, sineerely

W aut: Y, 2
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My dear Mr. Felver:

It is with real pleasure that I received your letter
todey. I think that you are nmuch more along the Vay than you
realize and that it will take only a relatively small effort
for you to overoome the obscuratlon that seems to reatrain you
at times. Thare 18 no real reason why you should not feel &
great deal more oconfidencs in yourself for ycur lestte-~s show
unmistakably that you have got the "stuff® alright. 71 will
gee if I onn make this olear to ycu,

Your sarefulnsasz in procesdure in determining whether the
philosophy is true is & very admirable quality, for when you
are once convinced foulylll be fully convinoed and know the
reason why. The result will bo that you will not be so much
swayed when the surgings of doubt ocome whioh inevitably they
do to every student., 1In general it is the students who are
must quickly convinced resnecting the tendh ings who ore most
2pt to be instable under the stresses and siralns of testing
~ vhich in one form or amother wmnes to all., The intulvive tyyen

have certaln adventages over those of your or my {ypes in that
they oan peneirate into idese quickly and decide quickly, but
they are almost alwags easily swayed when the negative asveot
is nlsying. They aro something like the piston of an engine
vhich shoots cut positively and strongly and then flies back
in the reverse direction. Your type is morc like the balance
or fly-uhecl which resints first the energetic push of the
piston, but once having acquired momentum stabalizes the in-
stabliity of the latter. So do not make the mistnke of evaluate
ing your wirtucs in the light of the virtuee of the opvocite
type, for you are strong where it ls werk and visa versa.

T see two reasons why you are snasmodic in your studles of
the philosovhy. In the first plsce one must digest what he eats,
and this princinle annlies %o the study of the vhilomrhy. My own
experience with the Seoret Doctrine is that continuous aprlication
is impos:sible. 1 work for awhile and then mmething like a gorged
sense comes and an inertia stops me taking on more. There ias then
a quiescent period, following vhich I am enabled %o dig again., ThhAk
rule applies when I am working for my own knowledge. But when I
an gathering material to give out to others then I oan siand
protracted application whioh otherwise would have produced a
bad state of mental indigestion. If you will reconsider and
take on the olas: work that was suggested to you, you will have
the same experlence. For in that oase yu make of yourself a
stircam lnstead of a pool of knowledge, and a stream can flow
indefinitcly while the pool is limited and oan only be added to
as the banks are builded higher. I think you will get the polint.
T know it from prnactical experience. Thie need for ocutgiving
is the second reason why your studies are spasmodilc,

Now you neesd have no fear as to your ability to tcach., Every
gtudent should regard himeelf as a supil-teacher and none of us
are any more than that. One may be a litile farther along than
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another, but where-sver he may bs ho is still a student, or he
will ocen:e to be any good as a teacher. Another thing to bear

in mind is that 4% is by no msans necessary that the teaoher
should always know more than his students in all the rhoses of
his tesching, A certain kind of ability that will qualify him
as a point of focus 1s doeirably for class-work, and then he can
simply dircot the whole group. inocluding himself, to de:per under-
standing of vwhatever fleld is being studied. An experience I had
when in the army illustrates thls point. In the early days 1 was
an aoting oorporal although I bad no military knowledge sxve such
as was belng gothered at the time. Host of us were in the same
fix., Well a time ozmc whon we were crdered to drill cur squads
in the manucl of arms. MNuch of tihis I did not even know. Two or
three in the squad had had previous exvericnce snd I asked them
to take the drill but they all r efused. They told me what the
operation was and then I drilled them. This I ocould do much more
effectively than they oould because I had teaching ability, but
in the aotual perfomrance of the drill I was one of the least
competent In the group. This 1s a fact about teaching ubich 1s
very generally over-looked. A good $escher will hawve the abilidy
to lead a student on to greater knowledge or profiocicnoy than he
hiunself poz-esscs. This 1s the peculiar kind of sslfeabnegntion
that the real teacher has to fage.

N You need not be afrald of questicns you gannot answer., It 18
exoellent technigque to turn guestlons back on the class, Uake them
dig, and add what you have in such a way that they are stimulated
and kepit within the prescribed field, but so they will not hang
upon you. The most imporiant thing in this work 1s the bullding
of sclf-derzandence on the part of each individual, while nexxly
every-body winta to be & olinging vine. One of the reasons why
I stand aloof from atudsnts in the parsonzl sense vhen not aotuslly
on the t$ezchi g pletform, is to gusrd against the general $endenoy
of the student t4 hang uron my worR rather than thelr own judgment.
I have got to watolh myself wpry oarefully or some students will be
following ccunses beoause I a3y 80, rathor than Beacuse they are
convinced of the principle. Yot at certain stagco vhen students
are still tooweak ons may have to let them ¢ling for limited periods.
But they must alwoys bs thrust on thelr feet before the end.

.If you take the teaching work you oan always fall back on me
for any help I ¢2n give. But I advise you to work on a problem
before turning to mef with & question. You may get thoe snswer by
yoursclf,and that is beast, but in any cnse you will have prepared
the ground in whioch the answee will sprout most rendily.

My idesa with the book on Yoga is that it may serve as a nuocleus
for study. There is much slaboration to be done, but the best wy
that can hapven is through olass-work. I am plananing the preparation
of certain quentions for esoh chapter which are to be answered out
of the chapter materisl not out of general knowladge or othsr
sourcas at firs¢. Most students ne-d this training in preolslon.
After that follows personal research with any chosen material,

Now we will say = mething about the problem of the "Absolute"
2nd "Renlization?., I am very gled to hes: you say that you find
it very hard o grasp the meaning of the "jbsoluts®. For as a
matter of fact nobody oan. Your saying this shows that you are
not "kidding" yourself and are geally careful in your thinking.
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TH1is term involves n oonsiderable philom ~hiosl subtldty and there
arc very few who use 1% at all correotly. 1In the first plage, in
strict philosorhiunl reasoning we should nsver use the form "The
Absolute® but rather "Absoluteness®, ®The Absoldlte" implies an
entity whioh through the use of the definite article stands as
distinot as an individual in contrast to other entities. As a0
used it 13 contradiotory as an entity which atandsg in contrast

Wi th other entities 1ls necessarily relative to them and there=
fore 13 not absolute., Yet many students spenrk In this way

simply substituting "The Absolute® for "God" and imagine that
they have thus gotten away from the®personnl God¥idea, whereas
the fact is this ooncsnt has merely reappeared under a new name.
Absolutenes: is that which is non-relative. It ocannot thereiore
be an object of knowledge, for in that case it would stand in the
*knowing® relationship to the knower. We oannot know Absoluteness
but we can know that It is. How this is may be indicated in the
following monner. Any reddtionship that we know in life is alwaye
by refference to something whiob stends in contrast so the thing
gtudied. Thus we know the rate of notion of a train by reference
to the earth which is teken as stationary. Buit, in turn, the
earth moves in relation to the sun or the fixed stars, eto., etoc.
Now, consider the domain of relative knowledge as such. This ine»
oludes all knowledge that can be in any way whatsoever expresrad.
How is the relative world known? Simply by reason of the faoct that
it as relative stands in ocontrast to Absoluteness. Thus Absolute=
ness 1g the real tmasis of all our knowkng. But though all know=
ledge inheres in Absolutensss, the latter ocsnnot itself be the
objeat of knowdedge. It is lnoonocet¥able and unepeakablaﬁ478ut<¢,
I am Absoluteness, and so is the object of knowledge snd tlfe
knowladgs itself. (These are the threc Logol). . This 1gs the
significance of the Brahmin's assertion,"I am Parabrohman®, In
the metaphysionl sense Absoluteness is the only Reality, in oon=
trast with whioh the whole ~eh tive world is a Meya or Illuslon.
It is Illualon becamse no relative form onn really represent the
non-relative. Thus the greatest méyvhysical Visdom is expressed
in Silence. \ ‘

Read in this connegtion the disous:ion of the Flrst Fundamentd
vhioh is glven in the"Proem®™ of the "Secret Doctrine”. o

The difficulty rega~ding "Realization® is analagous to the
foregoing. Metaphysical knowledge in the stric% sense is not
by cognition but by identifiocation of the Knower with the Known.
Such knowdedge, thevefore, is not known or "grasped?, but realise
by a process of unfoldment. It 1s not something which could ever
by any possibility be lesrned. It simply is, and in reality I
am one with that knowledge. Vells surrounding the "Eye® of
inner perception simply hide .this faot from me in the reltive
gsense tenrorarily. The vhole significeonoe of Yoga~technlque
is thav 1% affords a mezns of removing these vells. When they
are removed, then I am Knower.

Enough of metnphysias.

I wish you oould te out he-e and get into our mountains and
desert. They do afford real walues. Last week I was out alone
for a dort four~-day trip on the desert. A wonderful spring is
opening up there. If you have never seen desert wild-flowers
then you have never seen what wild-flowers osn be. Also 1t is
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& domain which offers endleso posnibilites in prospecting. gqhere
is mineral there; it is simply a question of finding it. The old
timers simply took the more obvious oresm. In & few hours pros=
peeting I found one contsct veln betwsen a lave-tufa and another
igneous or metamorphio formution with which I om not familiar,
It sesms t0 be a non-chrystaline, compast quartz, made opaque
in a brown color with a henvy admixture of irom, rrobably in the
form of hemntite. I have not yet had the orrortunity #f of an
assey but I suspect it will oarry at least somwe gold and silver,
But the problem in whether the quentity will be suffiocimnt to
justify drifting or sinking a shaft for further tests. The mass
of the ledge is quite good. Of courne, in thés prospeoting most
of the time one does. not find material sufficisntly good to
juntify putting time upon it, but there is always tho ohanoe of
& good find, and I know ne bedter sport or country into whioh
it takes you.

In about five hours from herz one ean b2 out in conuntry where
he oun spend days without meks seeing a soul and thus sort of haw
everything from horizon to horizon as a priwate possossien, with
s few militon stars thrown in for extra mensure. Also there 1s |
the satisfaction of knowing thst « mewh~res arcund in that country
there io o nint of gold waiting for the man who will find it.

I ran onto one old "desert-rat". & man who mekos his living
out of the desert ond scorns to work for wages. He had made his
rioh finds alright, but fortunately for him come-one else got the
nongy. You know it is fatal for a desert rat to have ao much
voney that he loses his job. In that case he curls up and dies;
rrobrbly going the vhiskey route. There life is in the fun of
the gore. This man lived in the most "God~-foronkan® pilave I
have aver secn (my fricnds sany I ought to be s good judge of that
kind of rlace)., I thought it was supposed to be a town. Well
it had hed cuch awp irations but got discouraged. It onoce was
a thoroughly wet place having had ten saloons in = comrunity that
nurhered at preo-ont about 15 or 30 plnoes mostly rulns., It is
a place where livtle coal is consumed sinve tempe-atures roeach
a~ound 185 to 128 in the shrde. It i1s sn excellent place for
a pessimist; he will have to develope enthuslasm in self-defence.
But it is not far from gold thnt is 5till in the ground, They
disregard stuff thnt runs les- than $100.00 per ton. One ocutfit
the~a is sending out B0 to 80 ounces a week.

vedl this 4s n little & de-pilcture of California and the West
in genernl. o '

Good luck to you,



